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Preface and Acknowledgements

.S GK2dz FIAGKTFdzZA dzyi2 RSIGK YyR L gAff 3

When | was abouten years old, my grandfather opened a small leather box to show me a bronze medal

Ay GKS akKlFLIS 2F I ONRaar oKAOK o6& SYoz2aaSR 4A0K
ONR gy @ 'YRSNYSEFGK NIy | o0l yy SNJ her, Ednynd, had@eemMNJ + | f 2 dz
awarded thismedal, theVictoria Cross, after he was killed by the German ammye he wagefending

whatwasO | f f SHcefor& SGR2dzo ¢ Ay CNI yOS RdzNA y Fiveygadt R 2 | NJ
| did not learn much more alub my great uncle although the medal was eventually passed down to me.

My grandfather had left it to his eldest son, my uncle, who then gave it tqoer@aps on the basis of a
ISYRSNBR f23A0 GKIG L FY GKS St raSif.dtuskedithEmedsf (G KS vy
away in a drawer where it remained unattended @ose to a decade

Then in early March of 2017 | received an email, forwarded by my cousin, Johanna Brink Flynn, with an
invitation from the Edmund De Wind VC Centenary Committased in Comber, County Down, to

attend the launch of ayedongO2 YYSY2 NI GA 2y 27T 9 wovdznlRifsde withhe i K= 6 KA
unveiling of a memoriatoneto himin Comber Square on the 10@nniversary of the date he diedl

March1918. The intation came with a press release, which included three short paragraphs outlining

1Se S@gSyida Ay 9RYdzyRQa fATFTSY KAa mMyyo O0ANIK | YyR
employment in Ulster, emigration to work in Canada, enlistment andifight the Canadian

ExpeditionaryForce commission as a"2Lieutenantand transfer tathe Royal Irish Rifles, and his final

hours defending thé&kacecours®edoubt until he was fatally wounded. Though brief, the press release

told me a bit more about Edmund than | had previously known and twasusthat there was a

committee in Combeorganizing his commemoration

| wrote back to the committee thatyhile 1 would be unable to go to Comber for the initial ceremony, |
could explore what the family ight contribute to thefinal centennialcommemoration. | consultedot
only with Johanna, who had recorded familgrsts that had been handed down to her meth

M NBI NB G h QfeorBFlokhceDe\NiRdywho wasalso9 RY dzy RQ & & AwithiaSodh&r o0 dzii | f
cousin,Robin DeWindHeid who had inherited an archive of family memorabd&sembled bypur
grandfather,Norman DeWind, who was alSoR Y dzy’ R Q & With\iEeii dg@andent, | wrotéo the
centennial ommittee offering to share whatverwe couldpull together about Edmund that woulddd

to a commemoration not only of his valorous death but also of hisdifeut which | knew so little An
accountof the Centennial € Y Y A ( ingbdii@lzvent was published in tl\ewtownards Chronicle
and CountyDown Observeon 30 March 2011See references on page)The articleprovidednew
biographical information about Edmuricbm Keith Haines, formeChiefArchivist at Campbell College
where Edmund had been schooledd it inspired me tdook further.

Over the next nine months Robin sifted through the family arcfoveelevant letters photographs,

documents, angbersonal objets of EdmundindJohanna excerptetelevantLd NII & 2 F KSNJ Y2 (1 K S
history of the familyand sent photosnd documents These materials gave us a fragmented sturtyof

gKAOK 9RYdzy RQa f. AtheS turdef @ pubtihdd RistdBiegtitamBdedinformation

about Comber andescribed the lives dhe DeWindfamilyand relativesvho had lived there With

internet searchesfound what seems to banendlessount of documents and publicationgarticularly

1Source: Revelation 2:10 fromthaf | [j dzS§ (2 9RYdzyR 5S2AYyR Ay.(Seépp. 768) NB Q& t |



relatedii 2 9 R YnilitfriReXp@riences. My old friend and research collaborator, Julian Laitede
and sentcopiesd@d RY dzy RQa (i K An@he BrivshNatiofial Adchivedntid IS NS R KA & FIl GKS
vivid World War Xtoriesfrom Bapaume, near to where Edmund foughtrance

Over time,l wasable to contact a number of dedicatéacal historians whowere extraordinarily
generous in guiding mipvestigations Within Northern Irelandif alphabeticabrder) Sandra Gilpin,
who had previously helped me figuoait the DeWind famk f gedkalogygoing back to Malacca
composedan elegantand concis@verview ofL NS f | y7 RQ¥a0 S-NRA histody dndl Hlpe?l dr
LX I OS 9 RY dzy R Q&eith Hath&siviiowas thei fikshpgrsoh b pull together a thorough
biography of Edmud, assisted me in building on his work by providimgumerable pictures,
documentssources, commentgndanunending supplyf wise counselpatience anddeepkindness.
Gordon Lucy sent me copiesrafiny ofhis socialandpolitical writings particuarly helpful were those
about theAndrews familyand World War lwhichhelpedme( 2 dzy RS N& ( | ¢uB LiberalS FI YA &
and Unioniseconomic and politicadommitments. Lester Morrowscrupulously readcorrected and
reorgarizedmy jumbledunderstandings ofmilitary order and historyand he volunteered many pictures
anddocuments And Michael Nugent kindly provided advice and documents from his own related
research./ 2 Y0 SN A& LINB YDestnbidd Rain2yib with I8sttadtiais, has written
wonderfully detailedand richly illustratechistories ofthe town, also supplied me with pictures,
documents, corrections, and commentdichenabledme to establish many of theais thatEdmund
andthe DeWindshadwith the Andrewsand Stone fanfiesand the town ofComber

Outside of Nofthern IrelandColonel Paul Oldfielgenerouslysent me @ earlydraft of his account of the
DSNXI Y { LINRY 3 h Fsrdestihke RaSecdurg@edodtidbrayylith Qictures and
documents Nick Metcak provided me withan ever expanding flow gfictures, documentsvideos,
anddetailedand thoughtfulcomments all of which supplemented his earlieareful reconstructiorof
the Racecours®edoubtaction a portionof whichis incorporated into thi®iography.

Rarely, if ever, hasuch avonderfulteam offamily, friends, andhistorians striven as diligently tmach
andeducate such a needy pupilfeel blessed to haviead ther endlesscontributionsto my efforts to
reconstructEdmund) & within ¥h& contexts ofdmily, Comber, Northern Ireland;anadaand World
War 1.This biography of Edmund is the result.

Nonetheless| am uncomfortably aware thahy account islimited byfactual ellipsespannedoy
bridges ofmy owninterpretation. | can only hopethers with agreaterf I YAt A NAG& 6A0GK 9RY
than mine will forgiveand, perhaps one dajill in my omissions anset straightmy errors

None of this process ould have unfolded without thénitiative and hard workof the members of

Edmund DeWind VC Centennial Commit@euncillorTrevor Cummings, Philip Smith (Comber

Regaeration Community PartnershipCarol Conway (Royal British Leg@omber Branch), Irene

Atherton (CRCP), Desmond Rainey (Comber Historical Society), Robert Bennett (Comber Historical
Society) Alan(Joe)Stevenson (Combeloyal Orang®istrictLodge), Jim Hamiltofinterestedcitizen),

and Roy Murray (CRCRPam deegdy indebtedto them for their invitation, warm welcome to Comber
FaaAadlyoOS ¢gA0K GKAA O0OA23INILIKEZ |YyR LINLAY3I IATFH

CAylLttes I d (kofmeémbraitn, énd omglastielayivies Stiin ComberJohnny
Andrews, not only helpethe to identify extendedamily relationsandtheir homesbut alsa welcomed
me, my wife Dee, and son Sam into Maxwell Coeniabling ugo renewancestraties.

Adrian William Andrews DeWind, Jr. (Josh)
New York City6 August2018
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A Crown of Life
Edmund DeWind, VC

Introduction

A ttle more than a month aftethe United Kingdondeclared wamgainstGermanyon 4 August 1914

Edmund DeWind wrote from Edmonto@anada to hislder brother Norman about theluty and

determinationhe feltto join the fighton behalf of the British EmpiréEven that early in the war,

Edmund wapersonallywell aware of the poterially mortal consegences of enlistment. Indeelis

letter mentionshaving learnedrom the first dispatch oField MarshalSirJohn D.P. Frenctyho was

the Anglolrish caalryman whohadbecomethe first Commander in Chief of the British Expeditionary

Forcein Europethat soldiers withwhom he had been familiar back in Irelainad alreadylikely been

killed inthe earliesto | G Gt Sa & G¢KS FTAIAKUGAY BbsefwdzE 6 a KYRSGBSSYt OF
2 dzli y dzY 6 S NB But dffiiming HisNdnvimk €o join-up, he wrote:

[Secretary of State for Wakord] Kitchener wants lots of men, and there is no doubt
that single men without ties are the ones who should come forward. Then | have
belonged to the Volunteers and would feel it very much didtltry my best and get

out, as this is going to be a big business and it will help the Empire out a lot if they can
put half a million trained meinto the firing line, fresh and trim at the end of the first 5

or 6 months (EdmundDeWind,10 Septembed914)

By the time Edmungas able to enlistanother month laterhe hadrevisedhis will assigned power of
attorney to his brother, angbut his affairs in order should h@ssiblynot return. On the day of his
attestation andenlistmentinto the 37! Alberta Battalion,whichwould go to war agart of the6™
Brigadewithin the 2"¥ Canadian Division of the Canadian Expeditionary Foneesyotehis brotherthat
hislandlordsat 353 Third Street in Edmontotihe Hamiltonsgare verykindly storing my cahitrunk

and kit bag until further notice, and the clothes | travel in to Calgary will go into Military Stores in a bag,
be labelled and kept until | claim them or in the evenaaithing happeningwoud return them to

home addresg EdinundDeWind,16 Novemberd 914)

But Edmund did not ®@aim hisbelongings After enlisting and undergoing preliminary trainiimg

Canadahe sailedwith his battalionto England for additional training and thém Belgium where he

foughtin battlesnearYpres InFrance he foughtvith his battalionnearthe Somme Riverin

preparation bray’ 2 T EdmniSdiaih@went to Wales focadettrainingandthen, a the end of

1917, he wastransferredback to the Western Front in Franase a 2¢ Lieutenantwith the 13" (Service)

Battalion of the Royal IrisRifles On 21 March1918, soon after his battaliorelocatednearthe amall

town of Grugiesthe Germans launched theainassiveSpring Gfensive Ednunddieddefendingthe
Racecours®edoubt, whichhis battalionhad beerordered tohold at allcosts6 a SG OF £ FS3> dae

Cl Y A)GnXxMay 191¢he London Gazettannouncededmundhad beenposthumously awarded

the Victoria Crossa | vabur, selfd | ONA FAOS YR SEFYLX S 6SNB 2F (KS K

Thefollowing pagesdescribe andeek toprovide someunderstandng ofwhat in9 R Y dzyGpbenging,
social contextand experiencemotivated him first, to enlist to fightin the warand, then, to display
such courage angacrifice his lif@en behalf of the Btish Empire.



A Family ofEmpire

The formation 0B R Y dzétiachenent and loyalty to th@ritishEmpiregoesbackin his familyto the
early 19" century, when theBritishtook overthe Dutch colony oMalaccato whichearlier generations
of DeWinds hadome from Amsterdam and settled 1727as employees ahe Verenigde Oostindische
Compagnidthe Dutch East India Compgnysoon after taking charge of Maladcathe 1820sthe
Britishcolonial governmentonfiscated the DeWirsfextensive &nd holdingswhichhad comprised
over 200 square milesextending 11 milealong the coast ahroughly 20 milegland. The DeWinds
adapted: they began to speak and writ@ English, transferretheir allegiance fronthe Dutch Reform
to the Anglican Cheh, and sentfive of nine childrerio London ér their educatiors. A son and
daughterremained in Malacchut allthe other siblingeemigratedto near and far reaches tiie

Empire as closeéby as therecently createdritish colony ofSingaporeand adfar away as the United
Kingdom Amongthe dispersed siblingszasEdmundQ ather, Arthur Hughes DeWind837%1917) who
after completingnitial studies ira Londonprivate schoaglobtaineda degree in civil engineering from
the Universityof Londonin 1858 andthen begaremploymentas assistant engineer with the London
and North Eastern Railwayrhen in 186661 heobtained a position as eonstruction engineer witthe
Belfast and Countyd@vn Railway (For pictures and information about Arthur Hughes DeWind and
other family members, see Appendix 3.)

In Ireland Arthur Hughes DeWindould becomeaffiliated throughhis ownmarriagel Yy R £ I 1§ SNJ KA a 3
marriage withtwo families whosdong histories and good fortuneslied on NorthernL NJB f polifidlQ &

union withBritain. These were the Storand the Andrew$amilies whomTheBelfast and Ulster

Directory of 1870dentified asbeingpart ofthe (i 2 ¢ § 8 § ¥ (Rhiy and Spence: 184\Vorking for

the BCDR Arthur became acquainted with Guy S{@B8681862),who had been a member of the

originalcommittee thatmet at the Doneg&lArms Hotel in Belfagb promoteapproval ofi KS NI A f g & Q3
constructionto the Parliamentind thenhadon and offserved asthe &6 LJI y @ Q& , @gositloNIY | Y

later filled by Thomas Andrews of Ardafde railway transected part of tHatonefamilyQ@& LJt  y G G A2y =

Barn Hill for which Stone received £200 in compensation for the land ezldted damagessome of

which went to his tenantgHaines n.d: 2) TheStonefamily had originallyleasedthe propertyas early

as1767from the Marquess of Londonderrywho wasthe owner of much ofComber and its surrounding

townlands? Arthur frequently visited and dined &arn Hill, singiné @Sy Ay 34 ¢A (0K Ddz Qa RI

2¢KS {G2yS FlLYAfteQa FOldAaAGAZY 2F (GKS . FNYy cgthaftf aLX |y
process in which English monarchs had seized and then distributdd &f Irish Catholics to loyal Protestant

subjects. In Comber, in 1543 Henry VI, as part of his displacement of the Catholic Church, confiscated the lands

and buildings of the Cistercian monastery, which had been built at the confluence of the GlEnlan®Rivers,

around which the town of Comber would later develop. With the endorsement of Queen Elizabeth Lord Mountjoy
F2dza3K4 FyR RSFSIGSR GKS /IFGK2EtA0 hQbSAtf Ofly IyR G221
intrigue, James | endsed a division of the provincial lands with the result that that Hugh Montgomery and James
Hamilton¢ both originally from Ayrshire in Scotlagdd | YS G2 2¢6y dzySljdzZt aKlFNBa 2F /2
LYAGAFGAY3 / 2Y0SNRa RSOSt 21iel@Stdttsh Paokegtants tereSiNIBO6 ar@ @ Yy G2 &
1622 built Mount Alexander castleverlookingthetowd F2NJ KA & a2y 2y (KS @deél aA2y 2
INRPdzyRa 2F (GKS 2fR Y2ylFadGdSNES GKS Gg2 FILYAEASE (G23SGKS|
Episcopalian minister was appointed in 1622. Hamilton, Montgomery, and their descendants were raised in the

peerage later to become, respectiveliscount of Claneboye and Earl of Mount Alexander, but over generations

YdzOK 27F GKS 7T XthouglStarter intligyeRvéar, dedatty iah@riRance, division, debt, and finally

salec into the hands of Sir Robert Colvil, who in turn sold hisi&r holdings in 1744 to Alexander Stewart, father

of the first Lord Londonderry, who in turn sold the Stones their plantation at Barn Hill. Toward the end of'the 19



Arthur sought and received dz& { feRiofaSteémission to marry hisldestdaughter Margaret

Jane Stone Apparently to improve his economic prospeictshe eyes of his future fathein-law, Arthur

returnedto London to work on the Great Northern Railw&$tone 1862) B the nextmonth Guy
unexpectedlydied and en months laterpn 13 April 1863, tacoupleY  NNA SR 4 {d® al NBQa
Church in Comber. Theroceeded at oncéo SingaporewhereArthur servedasCommissioner of

Publicand MunicipaWorksuntil 1872and Margaret gave birth ttheir first five children Believing that

the climate was unsuitable for children older than sibargarettook their childrenback homeo a

C2GG4F3S ySI N (KS Baranll yMeekSlater hehudb@rifinishedyud hisl

responsibilities andeturnedto Irelandto resume work with théBelfast and County Down Railwaye

resettled the family irDonadnadee,arailway terminusg K S NB 9 R Y dafi¢e Maudwias Boin S NJ
(Norman DeWind, n.d.pfter four years with theailway, when itwvasbeginningmajor reinvestments to
upgradeits sleepers and raiJArthur was appointedb take charge athe Permanent Wy Engineer

(Belfast News Lettefl September 1876Keith Haines observesthaéfth & ¢ & LISNKI LJA ay 2
of appointments¢ (Haines, n.d.: 2)nheritingshabby stations, outmoded equipment and worn out

Nonetheless héad to contend witha number of accidents due to failing stock and a Board of Directors
skeptical ohis innovations Whenthe Board expressed displeasure with his remdran accident at

Downpatrick where floods frequently disrupted traffibie claimed his health would not suffer further

exposure to the Downpatrick marshesdoffered his resignationCoakham 201018-49) After quitting

the railwayin Decemberl877,Arthur practicedasan architect and land surveyantil his death in 1917.

Belfast and County Down Railway Station@omber

> : i N
(Source: Comber Historical Society)

The family moved t€omberin 1874 andalthoughsomedates are not certairthey lived inlarge
homesclose to thetown: Hill View(perhapdater known as Inla Houg®n Railway Stregtl8741886),
the homeof Frances McConnalh Castle Stredtl886:1903), and then a houswith an officeand small
garden on Bridge Street (194309) Whilethey werelivingon RailwayStreet Margaret gave birth to
three more children: Florence (182B71), Norman (187#3974), and Edmund, who was their last child
and was born on 11 December 1883.

century, Lord Londonderry sold off most of his Comber lands to his tenant farmermoF@detailed accounts of
this complicated history see Nevin 2008 and Ball and Rainey 2002.



Some of theComberHomes of the DeWid, Andrews and Stone Families

Uraghmore ‘ Maxwell Court
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I 6 2dzii (O Kl orFCGadfld Strée®drman wrote in hismemoirc CN2Y wmyyc GAff mdno
livedA Yy Y & (Pamfzy'NicQannell) house in Comber
DeWind Hbme on Castle Street as she did ot care to live in such a large house after her
husband died in 1886That 16 years of a large family in
a large house saw us all growing up to young men and
women. | believe it was the happiest period for our
mother having us all around her. Then separations
began. Adan the eldest went to Assam.atberine
married Jame G Allen, with whom | casty lot after 3
years inthe Belfast Banking Co. Then came 1906 when |
accepted an offer to go to Chicago to design a [gasoline
powered] motor road rder for Austin Manufacturing
/ 2 ®érmambeWindn.d.: 9) In 1909 Arthur moved
=== the familyto KinvarawhichNormanhad designedo
(Source: Geograph) include central heatingnd hadbuilt for his father on
Killinchy Roagattheli 2 6y Qa4 SR3S

During he sane year Normanmarried Ethel Andrewgl8761976) 6 K2 KIF R 3INR Y dzLJ Ay K
home Uraghmore on Castle Streeton§ & ¢ R22NE R2 g6y caNENmMa K& 5S2 Ay RaQ
ancestorshad cometo County Dowrfrom Scotland in the I'7century. Unlike the Stoneshe Andrews

family did notstartas landed gentriput as tenant farmerdikelyfirst on Maheelsland where theywere
undermusteri 2 2y S 27F / 2 Y0 SN &Jaes Bamidn@tAoNgh somg iR tke2 £ RS NA =
Andrewsdescendintswould engage in commercial farmiagd one family member, John Andrews

(17921864) wouldserve asnanagementgent for Lord Londonderfy@gropertiesthe ¥ I YA f @ Q& T2 NI ¢
roselargelythroughthe processingf agricultural products Beginningassub-lessors of water and
wind-poweredmillsin Comberthroughout the 18' centurythe Andrewsfamily developedvarious
enterprisesncludingthe rendering of animal fats into soap and candles; the milling of grains into flour;

the milling, bleaching, and spinning of flax into linen; and the milling, roasting, and fermentation of grain

into whiskey.During the 19 century,the Andrewsfamily expanded the productive capacity of their

mills by introducingteam engines andhey expanded theimarkets by purchasing raw materials and
sellingproductsinternationally inGreat Britain, Europe, and the United Stat@&e familycontributed

notonlyi 2 / 2Y06SNRAa RS@GSE2LIVYSYyd Fa Fy aAyREzFONRKQE @RS
b2NIKSNY LNBflFyRQa 06S02YAy3a GKS OSy({iSNItBRef GKS 3INB
United Kingdonat the turn of the 2@ century. (Andrews 1958Hanes 2016: 180)

g GKS O AnMasiage © N@miakhsrfaer, JonnAndrews(18381903) listed himself as a flax
spinnerand Justice of the Peace in the 1901 Cen&efore moving to Uraghore, the familyhad lived
at Maxwell Courta large homgust outsideof Comberand next door to Ardara similarly largdvome
odzAt 0 o0& WhdndswvaoalonyRith KiSshdBed thelate 19" and early 28 century growth
of the AndrewgIamily businesses Comber Following the establishment ahe Northern Ireland
governmentin 1921, Andrewsfamily membersassumedprominent roles i £ & (e@haigand
political affais. Ethelfondly rememberedgrowing up anglayingwith herneighboringcousins,
especiallyrhomas Andrews Jr., whi@came themanaging director othe Harlam and Wolff ship yards
in Belfastsupervised the design and constructiohthe R.MS. Titanicand went down with the ship
when it sank on its maiden voyage in 19Te of ThY' | & ! y R 8l@hérisongJoli Killer
Andrews (18711956),representedCounty Down (19229) and MidDown (1929%3) in the Northern
Ireland Parliamentserved as Minister of Labor (193T) and Minister of Finance (193D), and
0SOIFIYS (KS SeomPNyeWiigér (18443). A thirdorother, James Andrewbecane
Lord Chiefustice of Northern Irelanth 1937. For moreon the Andrews?t | Y Ahisténfsae especially



Andrews(1958 and Raineyand Spencé¢2011). During the war, Edmund would @ upon theDeWind
andAndrewsT | Y Ashakefl &nfdnist political sympathiesid connections to seeka@mmissiorin the
British army

Unionist Politics

When in1912the British Parliamenunder the Liberal government of Herbert Henry Asquiithganto

debate abill that would bestowHome Rulen all of Ireland, many Ulster Protestants anticipated that

their social, economi@nd political positions and the overalosperity of Northern klandwould be

undermined by the disconnect from Britain aoderwhelmed by thenationalist, largely Catholic,

majorityin Ireland Edmund grew up iacontextofK A & SEGSYRSR T ¥otidaddda Sy 3l 3 S
political organizationand activitiessteeped in Protesantismand linkedto the United Kingdomthe

Orange Order, Ulster Unionist Councdmpaign for theCovenant and Declaration of 1912, and the

Ulster Volunteer Forgavhich together providéackground t® R Y dzéhoiceio defendthe Empire

Bednningas a semmilitarized,fraternal organizationthe Orange Ordehadsince the 18 century

been dedicated to promoting Protestant principlesimdividualcivic and religiouibertiesand opposing

the subordination of individal conscience toapal authorityattributed to Catholics Named afterthe
ProtestantPrince William of Orangewhaose troopsdefeated the armyof the Catholic King Jamesatl

the Battle of the Boyne in 1698undreds ofLoyal Orange Lodgegere organized acrodseland

particularly inUlster, where theyfosteredmoral andsocial solidarityperhapsmost overtlythrough

public parading Jdist prior to World War the Orange Order becansbase for mobilizingupportfor

unionist politicsand engaged many members®fR Y dzy RQ& T | Y(Fitzgatridk21 05 G ¢ 2 NJ @

9RYdzyRQa NBfFiA@Sa yY2zy3d (KS 5S2AyRI {(G2yS> FIyR !
Orange Ordewell before andongafter World War | The StongsvhoK I R @S FHINJR | 6 ARAY 3 f A
with the order,hostedat Barn Hill in the late 1790s what wa@smbef, andperhapsUla i SfixeR &

Orange paradg(Ball and Rainey: 64#ainesn.d: 41) In19149 R Y dzy’ R Oaf A 1 dyReésSié Btone &
purchasedor the Comber @ StandardLoyal Orange Loddén.567,a parade banner portrayingrince

Williamat the Battle of the Boyneln returnthe lodgeunfurled a banner witther picture in1936(see

pg. 75) (Rairey and Spence: 158&all and Rainey82)

The Orange and Protestant Hall, Comber The DeWinds and Andrews were also

supporters of Orangeism® RY dzy RQa FI (i KSNJ
furnishedwithout chargeplans forthe

construction of thel 2 ¢ @rénge and

Protestant Hall, whiclvasinaugurated inl877.

The hall served as the maaty place for four of

/ 2 Y 0 Sdydb@range Lodgegosecombined
membershipincluded249 towrsmen. (County

Down Grand Orange Lodge 1904:30) The

original members of the Comber White ga

Loyal Orange Lodge 244ere drawn fom

SYLX 28SSa 2 MiliBaband y RNBE 5 a Q
Rairey: 80)One family member prominently

engaged in the Orange Order wdshn Miller

(Source: Sandra Gilgin Andrews who began assrand Mastef




County Down i1941,rose to serveas the Grand Master ofdland 19481954, andwas in 1949

appointed Imperial Grand Master of the Grand Orange Council of the World. Throughout he
LINEYAYSyi(ife RSTSYRSR a#&$ I 2ANRYND » a0 608 M O HMBE s i R Ok
within the United Kingdom(Kenneway 2006)

When passage of the Home Ruld 8eemedimminent,leaders of théJlster Unionist Councihotably

Sir Edward Carsaand MPJames Craj@rganized a series of pubjicotestsacrossdUlsterandrallied

signatories for amnti-Home Rulgetition. Bymid-1912 the council had organiz&i.6 Unionst Clubs,

all but ten of which were in Ulste(Bowman2007 20) In preparation for gublic demonstration in

Comber, which would feature Lord Carson, Conservative Party leader Bonar Law, and Lord Londonderry,
GKS (G26yQa NBAARSyGa FtSg | yA2y LodgeahdUnidn®PCiab (G K S A NJ
formed an lonor guard to escort the speakers into the squgiRainey and Spence: 1661)

Bessie Stone and thioyal Orange Lodg 567

: y :' ) . '.-' 5 - ?0’

.

Familles in and around Comber will be eyeing closely this photograph of the Comber Old Standard L.O.L. 567, which was taken
almost sixty years ago. The lady sitting proudly in the centre is Miss Bessie Stone, who lived in Barnhill on the Beifast Road
side of the town, this area now being known as Stone’s Plantation. Miss Stone, though not a member of the Orange Institution,
ourchased the banner for the lodae and she-is pictured here after she had unfurled it.

(SourceComber Cultural Forum)

0On28 Septembe912 which the Unionist Coundilad designatedasUIster Daythe provircialnetwork

of Unionist Clubd,oyal Orangéodgesandclergy of gmpathetic Presbyterian andinglicanChurcles

were able, through the coordination &flster Day Committeg$o mobilize218,206 nento sign the

Solemn League and@nant They fedgeddto stand by one another in defendirigr ourselves and

our children our cherishegosition of equal tizenship in the United Kingdom and in using all means

which may be found necessary to defeat fhresent conspiracy to set up aimerule Parlianent in

LNBfIl yR®DE LYRAOFGAY3A (KSANI & szmi2pegdi wahtersighedmK S NI ( K |
5SSO0t NFGA2y aid2 aa20AF0S 2d2NESt @9Sa gAGK GKS YSy



w dzf (Budyé 4%50)Well over 70 percentof Coline 52 6y Q& 'y R ' f aG§SNRa | Rdz
covenant and declaratior(Fitzpatrick: 243)

In Comber, Thomas Andrewshoin 1892hadbeen elected President of the Ulster Liberal Unionist
Association to opose an earlieHome Ruléill, was in 191 Elected president of théownQ @nd

R A a (WhbrdstiQua(Rainey and Spence: 158)though a Liberal, Thomas had long led efforts to
sustain the union, convinced thatome Rulevouldresult in nationalist economic policies that would
harm the familfR@& dz&a A Y S & & S aecdnofrit wellbengiASch®iry to Gordon Lucy,

¢tKS ' yRNBgaQ FlLYAfE KA&G2NER A& || &GNRAR1AYy3 SELY
were sympathetic to the United Irishmen at the end of #ighteenthcentury became

liberal unionists during the course of the nineteenth century and unioniste pod simple

Ay GKS (TadhgsiARdBeiv Wad tigoprietor of a linen spinning mill, a wealthy

landowner and a director of thBelfast and CougtDown RailwayHewas President of the

Ulster Liberal Unionist Association in 1892, delivered one of the best speeches at the great

Ulster Unionist Convention of that year, and was a close friend and collaborator of Thomas

Sinclair, the author of the Ulst Covenant(Lucyn.d.)

Thus,on Ulster DayQ Y 0 SINE¥esbyterian Church held a special united service after which the

G266y Qa YSy dikidgdiosigrzhy @yenankitherin the church omt other sites: the Orange

and Protestant Hall, the Sgte,the Reading Room, arttie vestriesof other churches Among the

more than 1,500 sgnatory residents of Combevered 2 4 K 2 F 9 RY dzy ¢t ssistdrdr NBy G a s ¢
(Florenceand Alice)Bessie Stonand fourteenAndrews family membergPRONIUIster Covenant)

Despite the massive Protestant mobilization, the Lib&rdlBritish Parliamentmainedcommitted to

passing thtHome Ruldill. . dzA f RAy 3 2y (KS 02@SylyaQa LI SR3IS (2 d
ySO0Saal NBé¢ | yR tHe SiRer OrdoisfCauNdispohsorbidné cyedtion ofthe Ulster

Volunteer ForcdUVF) threateningto resistHome Rulemilitarily. (Bowman2007 1544) Perhaps

80,000 meror morewere mobilized intdi K S pata@ildaty units. To join the UVF, a man héitst to

ardy (KS O2 aiSoygh soin@edruitghiadw&agons that were supplied locallpanyothers
becamearmedonly after a group led by Maf Fredrick Crawforl Yy R 3 dzZ NR S R "8aitaliohK S | + C¢
North Down Volunteersmuggled 200 Germarmade riflesand 3 millionrounds of ammunition.

(Haines 2009 Comber John Miller Andrews styled himself UVF captain and recruited, equipped, and

trained a companpf 89 men who were virtually co@®sNA LJG SR FNRY GKS FFYAf&Qa VY
of 87 additional men who were employed irGh & y A A K (i .&(BoWdhan2DE A% 202)y

Soon after the Parliament passed thdome Ruléill andonly royal assent was needed for itthecome
law, the British weredrawn into war with Germany. THearliamentsuspended implementation dahe
Home Ruldill until the war would end Unionist leadersn Ulsterembraced the war effortvith the
expectation that doing so might lead to a modification of theme Rulebill or at leastto enable the
predominantly Protestantlster counties to retaitheir ties to Great Britad, which is whaeventually
resulted Lord Carson wrot® the commander of the UVF, Lieutenant General Richardson, endorsing
enlistment bymembers ofUnionist Council anthe UVHnto the 36th (Ulster) Divisiorwhich wane

of over forty divisions that Lord Kitchener formed to wage war in Eur(@vman2003 166-7)
Because the nearly 16,000 mentbé 36" (Ulster) Divisionwere recruited geographicallynany soldiers
and officers, who as family, friendg]low employees, or neighborsad formediocal UVF unitsalso
ended upfighting together within the baalions of the 36 (Ulster) Division. The T'8Battalion Royal



John Miller Andrews and Ulster Volunteer Force, c1B9probably at Clandeboye Camp

IrishRifles(North Belfast Volunteers)into whichEdmund wouldeventuallytransfer with a commission
late in 1917¢ wasgrouped with three othebattalions of ecruitsdrawnfrom South, West, and East
Belfastto form the 107" Infantry Brigade The T County DowrVolunteers became the I3Battalion
Royal Irish Rifles and were put into the T'08fantry Brigade and the"2County Down Volunteers
became the 18 Pioneer Battalion Royal Irish Rifles. (Fal$1B

Edmundperhapshoped to join his fellow Ulstermein one ofthe 380 ! t a0 SN 5ABAaA2YyY Q& ¢
Soonafter he arrivedin Englandon 29 May1915 to begin military training in preparation for going to

Francethe staunchbut agingunionist Thomas Andrews wrote anunsteady hand from the Slieve

52y NR | 208t Ay bSgOlFaidfSs LINPdthed¥FdeadeoloniekK S NXBIj dzS &
Robert SharmaGrawfordseeking a2 ¥ ¥ AcAn@isElah for Edmund in the British army

Dear Col. Crawford enclose [for] yowa form of nominatiorfor a Commissio for my friend
Edmund DeWind. | shall be much obliged if you will find it any assistance in your honor. |
will be staying here for a few days. Yours sincerely, Thomas An(lP&@NIcurtesy of

Keith Hainek

Knownfor his role in international yacht racing and recognizedras af the leading signatories of the

1912 Covenant,t-Col.Sharman Crawforad been appointed commander of the recently formed'18

(Reserve) Battalion of the Royal Irish Rifles, which wesdzdose to Combein Holywood, Conty

Down. He wasrauncompromising unionisi K2 K|l R dza SR KA & e fgrmdtién@fa T 2 NI dz
his own UVF brigade, which he trained at his fafhégtate, CrawfordsburnHe also served as tliay-

to-RI & Y I y I 3 S NgerelfinanieS (Nibor; Bawinan 2007: 140, 1856)

We cannot be certain of the extent to whicimionistsympatth S& Y 2 (i A @1 énfisRnet iRty dzy RQ a

the CanadiarexpeditionaryForceor hissubseuenttransfer to theRoyal Irish Rifles. Nonetheless, one

of his frst biographers reported that EdmurflF R a il 1Sy F 1SSy AyGSNBad Ay i
while livingin Canadd 6/ NB I 3K | y RAltHowgvhisliaNdy Efirelandfer Caada inearly

November 1911 mead that he misseddirect participation in thel912covenantcampaigror the

formation of the UVFhe seemed to be referring to the UVF when, in the letter to his brother cited



earlier, hementioned hishaving 6 St 2y 3SR ( 2¢ (dfi@3easorehe dafitédS2S NBI S G 2 dzii Q¢
and jointhe fight. If so, he was not alone. Somistorians havesuggeste that unionistsgenerally vere

Gmpri Y SR 0@ (i K Sahdibatitiie I6aNSksRipbfih@ W\érhaddittle choice but to offer its

services tohe 36" (Ulster) Divisionin orderto defendthe sovereigrand empire (e.g. Bowmaz007:

64,163) Euallyor perhapsmore compellingmighthave been the solidaritgreatedbetween

townsmen andamily members byheir participation inactivities ofthe Orange Ordetthe Ulster

Unionist Clubs, anthe UVF.h ¥ / 2 YO SNRa G2aF f L2 ead®bnierierligted in2he | 6 2 dzi
army. (Ball and Rainey: 34amily allegianct® the unionist causenight also have contributedAmong

the birthday, Christmasand remembranceards thatEdnundQd Y2 G KSNJ aSyd G2 KAY Rd
winter in Canada were three political cards oppoditigne Rule That sentiment may well have also

been encouraged in 191y the resettlement in Canada of hegster, Florence, who haghrliersigned

the @venant insupport of unionism.

One of Severalnionist Card Sent to Edmund in Canada by His Mother

(Source: DeWind Archive)

Youth, Career and Emigration

Likehis father and brotherdedmund pursuedraoverseas career, thoughithin the BritishEmpire. His

eldest brother, Adrian (18641908),hademigratedto Assam, wheréor fifteen yearshe managed the

Dehing TeaEstate outside of Dibrugarhbecamean avidbig game huntefof boars,tigers, Sambakeer,

black bearbuffaloes, and other game@nd died of malariacontractedwhile on atrip hunting tigers

9 R Y dzyoriy®ther brother, Normaif18751974) apprenticedfor three@ S| NB | & the & 2dzy A 2 NE
Belfast BaniCompanyfirstin Armaghand then in Belfasbut in 1896he resigned to work fothe

mechanical engineering firm bis brotherin-law, JamegG. Allen, in Comber. A few yeatater Norman

acceptedan offer to go to Chicago armtsignand marketa gasoline poweredoad roller forthe Austin
Manufacturing Company(Norman DeWingdn.d.: 1-10)
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Edmund I O0O2NRAY3 G2 FlLYAfE 2NI}f KA&G2NER
B - sister, Florencegas a ladgrowing up Edmund3 healthwas
g o quite delicateand itcontinued to attract &mily concerrwhen
he was an adult(Flynr) Nonethelesshe wasphysically very
activeandengaged extensively in sport&imong his boyhood
friends wereGeorge O'Meara, who liveat the Kilinchy
Rectoryand would latery | NNE 9 $isvedBbriz&and
William (Willie) Andrewswho livedat Ardara. The boys
played tenniscricketwith the North Down Cricket Clyland
golf, andsailedon the nearbyStrangford LoughEdmund was
also a good shot with a rifle.

Both Edmund and higoungestsister, Florenceyegan their

schooling at home witla éblue stocking governessiamed

Miss Riddelwho waswell versed in matk and science and

later would obtaint 6 | OK S f 2niNdieace ®oB1IINBE S A

Queen'sUniversity in BelfastEdmundattended the

Campbell College as one of its earliest students, beginning in

May 1895 and continuing unfdecemberl900.¢ KS a O0K22f Qa

Board of Governors resolved to provide both nationalist and

AYLISNARLIFE SRdzOFGA2ya Ay GEFEG GKS

Iish wants and ideads 6 & LINBLI NAy3I GKSAN &
s examinations and commercial life in Irelafait alsoinstilling

(Source: North Down Cricket Club) in their students a tradition of imperial militargervice and

sacrifice. (Hiaes2012 Thesegoals, aigorouseducation

based on arEnglish modeknd theestablishment of an Officers Training Corps, led mariyoothern

LNBflYyRQa LINPYAYSY(G FFLYAfASE (G2 aSyR (GKIERAN azya i

& O K 2geafiludtés who were of agenlisted to fight in World Wat and a good numbeof its students

Campbell College Gate 9 R Y daCBlggePatch

Campbell College. Main Entrance.

(Source: Postcards Ireland) ' (Source: DeWind Archive)

would becane officers in the 36 (Ulster) Division. The head master of the school and members of the
Board of Governoraere strong proponents and leaders of the unionist movement. (Haines 2004: 8;
2014: 1011; 20%6: 7-11)
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9 R Y dzéd&tli@siemployment of which there is record wasth the Bank of Irelandirst in Belfast and
then farther southin the town ofCavan There e rented rooms fromtwo sisters,Annieand ElizaElliott,
onli KS ({rarad 9u@Kirts in Drumelis anengaged in an active social and sportingwifthin the
town. In addition to becoming a member of the local tennis and badminton clubgisied the theatre

in the Protestant ChurchLikely while working in Cavan,

Mollie with Tiger Claw Edmund met and became close to Mary Emily Evelyn

Robinsord & a 2 fwhd vés the daughter of Vidm J.
Robinson, &olicitor inBoyle, County Roscommofirom among
9RYdzy RQa LIphothgaphfAvdlje sHowsther
wearing a tiger claw pendantentical toothers passed down
through theDeWindfamilyfrom 9 R Y dzpretieaAdrian a
trophy from his huntingexpeditions in Assam

AthoughEdmund seemed to thrive in Cavats mother
continued to worry about his healthFollowing a visit with her
son, she wrad a (not entirely legiblgthank-you noteexpressing
her concerns:

oMy darling son, This is justfew lines to tell you how much |
enjoyed our 2 weeks with you & to ask you to cheer up & do all
@2dz Oy G2 {(1SSLI ¢Sttt g aidNByYy3a ¥F2N
P what it may, & pray to God always to keep you in Hisvsight safg
& way. | hope you will attend tevhat Dr. Amay tellyou® 2 y QU
(Source: DeWind Archives) run any risk of laills. After tennis always put on your coat & do
try towear the 2 thin wool vests | gave you, even if gouput
on alighterd K A NIi @ b FigdistR& bldNBothdR[B1g/smMit] & God bless you & thank you for
giving me such a good time. | am going back refreshed & happier about you. Your loviegdviot
(Margaret Jane StoneeWind n.d.)

Whetherit was to pursue overseas adventure or advance his career, Edmund accepted a job géfer
to Canada and work faghe CanadiaiBank of CommerceBY this time, both of Edmu@brothers had
emigrated anche would be Margare® last son tdeave home (n hearing the newshewrote from
Kinvara

My dearest Son,

I too congratulateyou heartily about this appointment | think it is splendid & | am trusting

that this change of life & climate may do you good & being free fronjittegstinct] of

dragging on so slowly you know dear son that | love you geashall miss you & having

glimpses of you at times but | am thankful, dear Ted, that you are to get a chance of

finishing for yourself in a land where things look hopeful & fresh & where no doubt you will

meet people whom you may kno& NJ FNA Sy Ra 1 Y 2¥suwilhsvera® toKAy 3 2 F 0 X
do & think of so I will not expect any but unheedful letters to tell me of what you are to do

& when most likelytogo. Ganlf Saa LQY Ay | ff &iddzNdfya Ay 3Ia L LIN.
aright & thank him for all this good luck as | think it wélfbr you & old mother will do all

she can to help you safely & keep well & brave & all will go well even then. Your Caring

Mother. (Margaret Jane StoneeWind 21 Septembet911)
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Within the next two weekson 1 Novemberzdmundembarkedon the Royal George from Bristol to
Montreal. (Ancestry.comCanadian Passenger L)stdis mother sent him a telegram aboard the ship:
GD22RoeéS D2R . fSaa | yR QiNRivaliiforht@h rentedrbodmsasss f €
Palmerston Gardenseganwork at the bankandpursued asocial lifethat may havencluded eight
other graduates of Campbell College, wiadl also com¢o Canada to work for the b&nHaines, n.d.
Somtyme..: 7),

Edmund (second from right) with Friends in Canada (perhaps fellow Campbellians)

%

3
AR

(Source: DeWind Faily Archives)

Edmundquickly advanced within the banlketransferredto Saskatchewanvhere he worked at the
Yorkton and Humbdt branches, before movings the Chief Accountant, to the branch in Edmonton,
Alberta. While working foithe bank Edmund began tmake smallnvesimentsin real estate and
stocks based on surprisingly slim financial advice. In Toronto he purchaseibamgal lot inForest Hill
Park following the recommendation ad general interest magazin&pronto Saturday Nightvhich
assesedthe propertytobead 322 R K2f Ré¢ | 4 y 2 NI KSNY. HeldR y (i 2
purchasedwo lots inNewHazelton, British Colabia, on the basis ofvhat he described a§ I 'y
advertising scheme put on the market 8anadian Magazineof Yonge St. Toronto, a very reputable
LJ- LJSvNigh anticipatedhe lotswould become valuable because of surrounding largéiadite coal
deposits. Similarlyn the midst of & 6 2 2inyAdberta,he purchasedtock in three oil companidsased
ontheviewofd SELISNI a ¢ (i H deilebped, theaingafies?Banainzafking Oil Co., Stokes
Stephens Oil Cpand PrudentiaDil & Gas Ca, mightbecome of considerable valuén retrospectthe
oil stocksproved quiterisky. Within monthghe boomcollapsed andhe companies were charged with
fraud, becamecaught up in law suitg&ind soonwent out of businesgBreen 1516; Canadian Supreme
Court Petroleum History Society

13
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After settling inEdmonton, Edmund resumed a social and family life. He became an avid golfer and
joined the local gun club. As a bank employee hvaswas requredto carry a gun. elalsobecame
Chief Warden at the All SaimglicanCathedral.

Although busy, Edmunandhis siblings

madetime to visitone another. In October

1912he went to Chicago for thel€istening

of hisnephewand @dson, NormanJohn

Stoneo & b 2 NDBMKirfsl ghe first son of

9 RY dzpriatieaandwife, Normanand

Ethel Theywere joinedby RY dzy RQa | YR
b 2 NJY Isisfe® &dithwhohad comefrom

Irelandto become the Godmotheand by

9 (i KSt QMike Qridoz&assf tfie Ardoyne

Linen Millsfamilyin Belfastwho served as
GLINEGEREF GKSNJ F2NJ 90 KSt Q&
Andrews, whaemainedin Ireland

Edmund in Chicago for HB 2 R & £hfiehing
BTN BEEEETER am

".

~

| Edmund lpwer lefi), Ethel and baborrie
(center),Edith (leftabove Ethel) antlike
Andrews (lower right)Others were family
friends.

Edmund? Boyhood friend, Georgh Qa S I NI
alsoimmigratedinto Canadand bought a
piece of land i'Wainwright, Alberta in
preparation for marryingedmuwR Q &
youngest sister, Florencen hertrip to
Canada, Floren& ship was forced ttake a
northern detour to avoidserman
submarines perhaps adding a personal
GKNBFdG G2 9RYdzyRQa Y2UGAdlI
the Canadian Expeditionary Forcghe
OrYS G2 adre Ay 9RYdzyRQa
until 2 November914whenthey went
together by train to Wainwght for her
wedding to GeorgeAn obituary of Florence
written after her deathin 1971describes the
simplemarriagel Y R 9 RY dzR@a NRf SY
Groomsman, the lat&dmund DeWind, V.C.,
gave the bride away in place otsHather;
and, inrasmuch as hdelped the Bride with
(Source: DeWind Family Archéye her dress and hat, they felt he also qualified
as aBridesmaid! Thether witness was the
Church cleaningady who stood throughout the ceremony wiping soap suds oftHagdsé Two week
later, Edmund would be able mmmplete his enlistmeninto the Canadian army

14



While in Canad&Edmundcorrespondedvith Mollie. Just before Clstmas she sertim a postcard

Thanks for P.Qpost cardNB O QR & Safar SeNretdy Ealemdér &fndistinct. |

KFE @Sy Qi KI R | stdo Stiink gNnusthav©done asrady dLeivme know if it

has. Am so glad that you are spending xmas in Chieatpd R Y dzy’ R Q &Nomnhi® (i K S NJ
Had letter from yr. brothe& Tookie [Ethel Andrew$)eW. bday. Amawfully busy.

LM.E.E.RLove MaryEmily Evelyn Robinsan]

A couple of weeks later, dil Januaryl912 a 2 f tfathSr@iadleaving her with an estate &f1,115 5s

7d. (National Archives of Ireland)Ve do not have copiesf anycorrespondencdNB 3 NRAY 3 KSNJ F I
deathbut a few weeks later, Mollierrote another post card to Edmund expressing her concern for his
healthrather than her own welieing

Thanks awfully for P.C. [post card] & letter recd. on MBoa 2 NNE &2dz I NS y2G a2
Hope you are all right again. Yshd.skate in the evgs. or try to fit in some exercise. | hear

this is the coldest winter they have had in yrs. in Canada. &Ve lovely weather here, so

RNE YR oN}OAYy3Io®D L Y | om® | FFrybcokiss darge ¢ KA & A A
home in the town of Boyle where Mollie grew up.JK 2 dzZ3 K & 2 dzQReddldvg S (2 KI @
¢ Ever yrs. MR.

We do not know how Edond responded but i summer, indicating thatshewas ingoodspirits, Mollie
senthim the followinggratefulnote:

(Souce: DeWhd Family Archives)

Thisis the last communicatiothat we have betweerEdmund and Molliggthough they apparently
would see each other again Ireland duringhe war.

While in Toronto, Edmunserved for fivanonths in the 2¢ Regiment Quee® Own Riflesf Canada
which K @Ay 3 6SSy F2NNX¥SR A Activemittia IVhyhe jained upysindRdleara 2t RS &

15
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) Queens D% irtes or Cansoi il
TORO ,

(Source: Quee® Own Rifles Museum)
in his lettersto family. Regardless of the nature of his raly interests, Edmundesignedfrom the
Queer@0Own Rfleswhen the bank transferred hio Saskatchewan anthen Aberta, where he would
soonsignup with a private militia and then, after the war begamlist in he Canadian army

9RYdzy RQa CetifcaieftdmNIace@ Own Rifls

(Source: PRONI1D47, curtesy of Keith Haines)
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Enlistment in theCanadian Expeditionarforce

Soon after Great Britain declared war on Germany Edmund sought to enligt @anadian
Expeditionaryrorce Because the Minister of Militia and Defen@amHughessought to organize close
to 100 infantry battalions nearly overnight, recruitmertcamedecentralizedand a bit chaoti@among
existing militias, newly orgazingmilitary units, andexistinggeographidistrictcommandes. In

Alberta, recruitmenbf the 3F' Alberta Battalionwas carried outn various locationby different actors
in Edmonton by a battalion officein Calgary by a local militia, and in smaller cities nebybgthers
(Holt 104120) The chaotic processuffered from long delays, about which Edmund would eegs
considerable frustration.

Officers ofLegionof Frontiersmen, Edmonton Command In Edmonton Edmundirst
joined up with thel.egion of
Frontiersmen which unlike the
Queer@ Own Rifleshadno
formal connection witheither
the Canadiamgovernment or
army. (See picture oEdmund in
Legion of Frontiersmenniform
in Appendix 3 Edmund
expecedthat Legionmembers
would be able to enlistogether
into the Canadiararmy. The
Legion of Frontiersmen was a
curious paramilitary
organization. It hatbeen
formed in London in 1904 by
Roger Pocockyho wasan ex
CanadiarNorth West Mounted
G Police officer and a soewhat
(SourceGlenbowMuseum) eccentric soldier of fortune.

¥ GEFIERS A0 B0 SO CEFICERS, LEGON (PFROTTIERSIEN - COMONTING CONMaND. " g oo
ok 22, 18, e i o

t 20201 ale¢g GKS [S3Az2

asproviding political intelligence and military supptotthe empirefrom its frontiers. He recruited
adventurerswho like himself had knocked about a good deal, achemilitary experience, but were
said to betoo independent in spirit to withstanthe permanent disciplineequired by the regulaarmy.
(Shandrgn.d) EdmundNXB LJ2 NIi SR { K loiamaiderfin EdrSaAtanust@aundanwilson,
had offered to furnishOttawa witha contingent of 200 to 300 merbut Sam Hughereplied by wire
somewhatequivocallythat & K S guk knbw ldte@3(iThe 19" Alberta Dragoonsvhich was already
part of the Canadian armyaswaitingto send 16Gsoldiers While waiting, Edmund becamsurethat
some2,000Albertamenhadbeen able to enlisbefore him and heresentedthat the Liberal
government ofSir Wilfred Laurier, th&€rench Canadiaprime ministetr had notmade cleawhether it
would accept theFrontiersmen Edmundcriticized the & / | Y dzledrliern®& R INOA y3 IABSYy |
Fo2dzi GKS O2tHzy RNE Qa (i RigZH SWBHE:Df péageHe also found fault with

3 The group enlistment of some Frontiersmen apparently did finally take place in the formation ofsthe 49
GG rtEA2yQa 5 /2YLI yesr gXKA/OKY gy Hipivisiar aakbdyr @b command.Jk NI
of9 RYdzy RQa FNASYRI /2YYlIYyRIFIYy(d Wdzaddza 5dzy Oty 2Afazyo
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localwestern Liberal politician® 2 Naftingzaht) general rottennegs§EdmundDeWind 10 September
1914)

While waitingimpatiently for an opportunityto enlist, Edmundeened to embrace theC NR Y i A SNER Y Sy Q2
seltassigned mission @keekngintelligenceto protect Canada Heproposedin a letter to his brother

that the governmenteeded toguardd | £ £ § K S thativalld beMifaliRri2&ssaryo bring in the

fall harvestandsupport the war effort Heworried that the majorty of the local populationvere either

German olGalician Repeating rumorhewrote a hy'S 2F 2dzNJ YSY NBLRZ2 NI SR GKI
there is a body of men being drilled in the early maghup on the Hudson Bay Reserve, a stretch of

unusedf | yeBnd thatil K S 3 N&ctimg@riersnight have been give German.The] S3A 2y Q&

drill instructor, Mr. Wright, offered Edmunduse of a nice grey mare to ride to the reserve distover

what, ifanything,was happeningIf he were to find something amissdmundnoted reassuringlyhat

not only waghe Edmonton Motor Cycle Clytart of the Frontiersmenand could act quickly tbelp the

Royal North West Mounted Politeitalsoti K G I £ 2 O £  awagwilf2 ANy D F NNEB & 3 GS N
wagons abur disposal agnytime, shouR Yy S O S a & adilkting fikBhécBndideredhe rumors

&l e y2i 0S5 lajddhéndwomed thatéohetmbsE e watchful as weakie so many
foreignerstakenii 2 G KS T2 f Rthéy re éntitigtltorcarny armyEinally, he concluded: L

R 2 yd2&d moment suppose we shall leatrouble unlesstie Allies get beaten at firsthen someof the

Germansin Cama]Y A 3K i 3InQG I ¥ (HERINIDEWind 16 November 191)

Ofcourse,such a beating waaxactly WK | (. &dw3Intad, Arfhd Moorewho had been a

G2y (i SYLRNI NE 27F 9 RY dagpoed to b specialleditibaond Timegosn Amiéns S =
giving a great shock to thantil-then-optimisticallymisinformed Britishand Canadiapublic. (Haines:

12-14; Singer and Peebles:1®) NonethelessEdmundgleaned from theS @ S y A y Ffirst.afficiab NI &
dispatch of General FrenéhK I i (1 KS oh@veb@da rekyyhahvy Yadzkttie allies outnuerbd at

F A N (50fe of the regimets have lost pretty heavy, especially the Yorkshgatlnfantry, lish

Guards, and some of the CayaRegts (Edmund DeWindl6 Novembel914)

Meanwhile,Edmund continued to prepare for warith the Frontiersmen

I think that the Militia Dept. would do well and take a contingent from the Leijidine N.
West, as the most of the men are old soldiers and voluntesnd you can see ¢h
difference when we are out oparade, as the men march so welrhe local Pipdyand
asked o join us and we do a route around the town about once a week to tdybaimg the
movement before the people and gmore recruits and the pipers attract the crowd. We
drill downby the Govt. buildings twaights per week, and there argvb squad drills on
other nights in the Amoury, where tie 19" Dragoons have f# us a large roonand then
on Sunday afternoons we have a big drill down on the golf l{EdmundDeWind 10
Septemberl914)

Were he not soon able toeg out as part of the Lgionof Frontiersmen Edmundwvas consideringetting
back in contact witlthe Queer® Own Rifles in Toronto to see if he could enlist with therayided that
he could pass the medical exam.

When enlistment into the Canadian Expedition&orcebegan, tke Ministry of Militia and Defence set

fairly strict requirements elated to age, matal status,height, health, teeth, and worrisome for

Edmundg vision (Holt:55-64) In September 194 Edmundi 221 | Y2y iKQa f SI @S FNR)Y
eyes which have got sore from long hours in tiffice where the light is wretched (EdmondDeWind
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10 Sepember1914) Weekslater he reported having his eyessted bythed 6 Sa 0 A | LB &@dr. KSNB X ¢
Wells,who told Edmund hisight was good but that he would require slightly green tinted glasses to

relieve them of having worked by artificial light. Edmund believed thatethivas little the matter but

expectedDr. Wells would give him borcacid towashhd f A Ra | Y Reyesi EdiBnd AsoK Sy ¢ K
notedK S K I R liecbdSvihyquitd diit in weight (EdmundDeWind 15 November1914)

While awaitingenlistment, Edmund put his financial affairs in ordete gave his brother power of
attorney to manage his investments atwicontinuemakingpayments fottwo insurance policieone
with the Scottish Widows Fund & Life Assurance Sqaidtich he had taken out while working for the
Bank of Ireland in Cavaand the other withthe Ocean Accident & Guarantee Corporaibtd. in
Toronto,though thelatter would automaticallypecome invalighe told his brotherpnce hewould
enlist Edmund also sem his brothera copy of his willwhich leftequal shares of his assets tola#
siblings. Bt Edmund also requested thais brother add aodicilto the willthat would leave an equal
share to Mollie.

Finally, on 16 November 1914 Edmund wrote his brother a huemetkxcited letter announcinghat

GNBONMzZA GAy3 2LISYSR (2RIFIe& |yR Yz2ad 2F GKS [S3aAz2y Y
Edmund was physically examined and approved by Lieutenant Harold W. McGill, who would go on to
command the 8 Ambulance Corps, provide medical supporthe 3%t and other battalionsand

receive the Military @ss for his service in Franc®. RYdzy R I RRSR (KIFdX aL ¢l yidSR

Captain Howard W. McGill, Medical Officey,%AIberta Batalion at the Front in France

g O e & ¢ /.!.'l.-,
. _:& ¥ "

(Source:Glenbow Musam)

1YSs6 IyR Y& OKIFIyOSa 2F | O2YYAadaAirzy Ay (GKAa O2dzi
KI 98 O2y&aARSNIO(S LREAGAONE LAtz FyR S$@Sy 2 NAIKQ
Country commission, hd®en turneddown several times (EdmundDeWind 15 November 1914)
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After passing his physical exam, Edmund signed a declaration that he would serve in the Canadian Over

Seas Expeditionary Force for at least a yawtfor as long as six months after the war between Great
Britain and Germany migleind. And he took an oatthat,

I will be faithful andbear true Allegiance to His Majesty King George the Fifth, His Heirs and
Successors, and that | will as in duty bound honestly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His
Heirs and Successors, in Person, Crown and Dignity, agtiesemies, and will observe

and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, and all the Generals and
Officers set over me. So help me Gd@anadiarNationalPersonnel Record Centre)

Edmundenlistedas a pivatein the newly created31* AlbertaBatalion.* But despite thisdecisivestep
forward, he would still have to undergaimost a year of trainingn Canadashipto Englandor
additional training shipto France and go by train to Flandevghere he wouldfinally arrive at the
Western Front

Training November 1914 to September 1915

In October of 1914 the British Government accepted the offéhefnewCanadian Prime MinisteBir
Robert Bordento send a second contingent of troops to serve in the Great. \idicholson: 109)As

one ofthe twelve battalions comprising KS / I y I RA Iy 9 £0MSiksion hedy Aldea C2 ND S O

Battalionofficially became organized on 17 November 18hder the command of Lieutenant Colonel
A. H. Bell, whonly two weeks earliehad been authorizetb raise andrain a battalion of infantryin
Calgary As here were many more applicants than could be takenwithin ten dayshe battalionwas

broughtnearly to thefull establishmenstrength of 36 officers and 1,13ldiers2 ¥ & 2 (G EHBNI NI y 1 &
Calgarythe newly formed battalioiookdzLJ 1j dzF NI SN&E Ay (G KS (2 begantheirl 2 NB S {

training. Unlike the battalions of thesiCaradian Division, whossomewhat chaotit¢raining was
centralized in a hastily assembled caatp/alcartier, north of Quebec City, the training of tHé 2
Division battalions took plade previously extaninilitary districtsspreadacross Canada.

As withthe many other Canadian battaliofsrmed in 19141915 the accommodations, clothing, and
armsthat the government could progte for training were limitedespecially out west in AlbertéHolt:
142-152, 154 Nicholson110) Thehistory of the 31 Battalion which waswritten by Major Hbrace Cecil
Singerand Adrew Auberon Peeblesaydlittle aboutthe military aspects of the training Edmund and
othersreceived beyondl2 A y G Ay 3 2dzi GKIFIG aGKS &aeftfl odi&ands | a
citing thedrigours and occasionatonotony of continual drilling and route marchiadrurther, to the
extent that the Canadian troops were being trained for battle, it was with strategies lmasszion

troop mobility than emplacement in trencheahich waswhere they wouldyain firsthandexperience
fighting duringmostof their first yearin Flanders(Singerand Peeblesl1-12)

4 The 3% Battalion was one of four battalions that comprised tHeBrigade, which was in turn one thfree

brigades that made ughe 2 Division of the Canadian Expeditionary Force, which would followstivision to
England and then to Flanders and France. The Battalion was itself divided into A, B, C, and D companies and
Edmund was assigned to C Company. (See Appendix 1.)
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31% Battalion Marching in Calgary, Alberta, Winter 1915

(Source: Glenbow Museum)

Reflecting whaBSingerand Peeblest | ¢ | & G KS & LJa & tBekndlifarg aspect@cfthed KS G A Y S
training were not as effective as they would become for tHat8ough 3" Divisiors, whichwould

subsequently join thestand 2 Divisions irfEuropeto form the Canadian CorpsThe idea that the

Germans would be easily swept back to their own country within six months preaaitbchsa result,

Singerand Peebles suggest lack of urgency permittedarpentersto continueworking on buildings for

a poultryshowand delayedhe 31 BattaliorQ aining. (Singerand Peebles11) Theo | G G F € A2y KA & ( ;
list oftraining activities reflects greater emphasis oparadingandentertainment thanon preparation

for battle:

 the battalior®@d F AYMH (A G I NB  feBcdmNIEMIISI/TIALY DX G KS +d/ oQa NI O
bare-back wrestlinganinter-company relay race, and the awarding of prizes by the

CommaRAyYy3d hFFAOSNI ! @ | & . SttQa GAFSOT

a concert at the Grand Theatre to eh all ranksvere invited;

an inspectiorby Defence Minister Sam Hughes at Victoria Park

a paradeto the City Hallnd receptiorby the Mayor and other civic officialsnd

the first public appearance dhe regimental band at a service to commemordte disturbing

number of sldiers of the  Division who hadeenslaughteredn the Second Battle of Ypres

=A =4 =4 =4

5SaLAGS GKS 0 diffuse mikitaryirdining, theésaténd ik toinmand, Major W. H. Hewgill,

6K2 KIR 6AGYySaaSR 9RYdzyRQAa FOGSadrdA2y 2yteé F2dN
oFdGartAz2yQa 41N RAFNE 2F wmn al NOK mdpmp OGKFdG a¢KS
infirstclaa & a K LISXb 2 TivefeSeir lioadgRtdogethes (SinGerand Peeblesl3d)

Their preliminary training completed, the jubilant battalion departed on 17 May 1915 by train from

Calgary on the Canadian Northern Railwayrtova inQuebedive days lger.

5z0 4 SljdzSy it e GKS ol yR NB3IdzZ I NI & YINOKSR gAGK ! yIt A0y |
similar pipe band organized by Presbyterian soldiers to escort them to Sunday services. Singer and Peebles

speculated his decision might have®y a2 &LJI NB GKS /AGAT Sya 2F /It 3 NE dzy
LINB@Syili o0ft22RaKSR YR Iy AYUSNYySOAYyS NBtAIA2dzA &6 NIDE 0
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31° Alberta Battalion Training and Shipping to England

. Concert Calgary, 1915

|

(Slci)ur‘t:e: Toronto Life)

R.M.S. Carpathia

(Source: Glenbow Museum)
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/glenbowmuseum/8158782687/

Within hours after arrivaln Quebecand followinga quickbreakfastand inspection by Defence Minister,
Sam Hugheshe soldiersboarded the R.M5 Carpathia along witmembers otthe 27" (Winnipeg
Battaliont YR . 2 NRSYy Q& a 2 (i 2 NBymit-ah&rdoghSeybBeadzAil for Englans The
Carpathia, with had rescued 705 survivors frahe sinking of the Titanic in April 1912, carried 2,200
troops. The shipvas so crowded that some men were compelledéek shelter for their beddingn
deck in the lee of hatch covers or other stuetsas protection from snow at the beginning of their
eleven day voyageBecause the passenger ship had no protectasalescort, it took a detouoff the
coast of Irelandafter the captain learnedhat a German submarine had sunk another skine
Nebraska,only twentymiles away. fAen, running without lightan the dark the Carpathianarrowly
avoidedby only a few feetollision witha friendly ship. Escaping peril, oNlay 28ththe shiparrived in
Plymouth Sound. The following daythe battalion disembarked and mosf its membersproceeded
280 milesby trainvia Londorto Shorncliffe, lon@ training ground for Britisarmed forces

The 3% Battalionwas housedn varioustented campswithin marching distane of Shorncliffe
includingDibgate Lydd, Beachborough, and Otterpaalepending on theoarticularfocusof their
training. Herethe 315! Battalionreceived four months ofi Y 2 NB & (i NB y dz2trdiding, land R
under a much sternediscipline, than any unit had so far experienged 6 { ahg/Pe&b321) The
battalion spentmost of its timewith drilling, maneuverdijeld days, trench diggin@payonet fighting,
grenade throwing, machine gunnery, musketry, signalingpreading and first aid Some of he
trainingwith armswas limited by a shortager lack ofammunition (Singerand Peebles 21-:27) For
reasons not explained in his personnetord onedayd RY dzy R ¢ | & 18 hodras@ayhinghe ¥ 2 NJ

night of 2930 dilly 1915. Despite the intensity of thi@ining, Edmundnight have been distracted by a

concert or movie at the local YMCA Hubmre ofy S| Nb& C2f 1 Sai2y&G@mShoip a2 NI |
Whatever thereason Edmund wagventuallydocked two days of lé $1.10 dailypay. (Canadian

National Personnel Records Centre)

(p))
m)
O
[N
>

The war was not far awayhen the winds were favorable, thmttalion memberscouldhear the
distant rumble of gung France and@elgium Troops reported being able to see submarines and
torpedo boat destroyers in the English Channel and wrote home that airplanes and dirigirie a
common sight(Step Shoit TheOtterpool camp was at least once bombed by a German Zeppélia
some ofthe 31 Battalionwasin tents there

a [ A 3K &justbdein Sounddd Rhen the humming of Zeppelin engimesounced i

approach. Almost at once, and before it could be realized that a raid was intended, five

bombs were dropped in rapid successienploding with terrific force in an oblique line

across the camp of Otterpool. The first landed in a hedge bordering the field, the second

a0 NHzO01 GKS 3Fdzk NR Syl aljdz NBtes GKS GKANR FSff
lines, the fifth stiking a temporary road and exploding without damage. The Zeppelin then

crossed the road and stightening his course paralled the Westerhanger Camp dropped

b9 RYdzy RQa LISNE2Yyy St NBO2NR O2yFdzaAy3dft e AYyRAOlodHFa GKF G K
May 1915 from Quebec and on the S.S. Northland on 29 May 1915 from Montreal. Most likely he was on the

I NI GKAF a GKS . FaadrtA2yQa SYOIFINJFGA2Y y2YAYylLFE NBT

of the battalion) sailed onhe Carpathia while only a few (90 members of the battalion, probably reinforcements)

sailed on the Northland from Montreal. (Canadian Expeditionary Force) The larger first contingent arrived at

Shorncliffe Station on 29 May 1915 and the subsequent andlsntntingent rejoined the rest of the battalion

on 9 June 1915. (Singer and Peebles22y

7In July 1918 the Carpathia would be sunk in the same area by three torpedoes from the German subrbarine U

23



fivS Y2NB 062Yo0aXLil 6l a LINB&adzYSR | finmakingi® GAYS 27F
way towards Londorhad driftedto ¥ I NJ a2 dzi KX f 6 K2dZAK (GKS LR2aAAGA2Yy
relation to one another seermd to be fairly accurately knownY ¢del Out! Canada)

The culmination of all KS 06 I irdinindg wiag tiflé@spectionon 2 Septembed 915by King George V,
whom Edmund had pledged tobey anddefend against all enemies

King George \hkpecting 31 Alberta Battalion, England, 1915

»'
3
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e w  ® ’ > :
g = .

e

A 5
N

(Source: Glenbow Museum)
The Kingaddressedhe assembled troops

Six months ago | inspected the 1st Canadian Division before their departure for the front.
The heroism that they have since shown on the field of battle has won for them undying
fame. You are now leaving to join them, and | am glad to have the opportohdgeing

you to-day, for it has convinced me that the same spirit which animated them inspires you
also. The past weeks at Shorncliffe have been for you a period of severe and rigorous
training; and your appearance at this inspection testifies to thedhghness and devotion

to duty with which your work has been performed. You are going to meet$laifgs and
dangers, but the steadiness and discipline which have marked your bearing on parade to
day will carry you through all difficulties. History willvee forget your loyalty and the
readiness with which you rallied to the aid of your Mother Country in the hour of danger.
My thoughts will always be with you. May Goéds you and bring you victory. (Yodel Out!
Canada)

Although it is impossible tknow how these words affected Edmund, given his caxplanationfor
enlistingin the armyand thesocial and political miliewithin which he grewup, thesewordsmay well
have inspired hisonductas a soldier. On theorningof 18 September 191#he 31% Battalion boarded
the transport Duchess of Argytirossed the Channednd disembarkedust outsideBoulogne, France.
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Warin Belgiumand France:September 1915 to March 1F
I ONBFGK FNRY /I 3HighRiworstOA G Ffdzyd 6 KSNB
SiAfttf Y2NB 27 /thefallant TRIRTMREY K22 R A Y
From prairie land and city they answered to the call,
l'YR 0Nl @Sfe akKz2dzZ RSNBR NAFES: fSad GKSANI
(A verse of the@Canadian 8 Brigade Marching Sorggin Singer and Peeble$28)

In Belgiumand then inFranceEdmund would over more than two yedeke part in battles ofwo of

the mostimportant theders ofwar onthe Western Frontthe Ypres Salient and Somme Riy8eepage
26 for MAPof the Western Fronhoting locationswhere Edmund fought)Within two daysof landing
nearBoulognethe Canadian® Division, includingis 6" Brigadel Yy R 9 R Y #Bafalba traveiked
by trainto Belgiumandto a part ofFlanderssurroundingthe city ofYpres. Therthe AlliedForce
including the Canadiarf'Division, andhe German army hadarlierfoughteach otherto a standstill.
Rather than one army quickly overrunning the otherhadinitially beenexpected on both sides, the
battle lines between the German and Alli€drcsK I R 0 SO2 Y S ina systémoofrehchds,S R é
whichbecameknown aghe Westen Frontand extendedall the wayacross Europbetween the
contending armie$rom the channel coast d8elgium tothe mountains ofSwitzerland.

Unable to obtain victory through mobility and sudden force, both sides now sought tthmingh

attriion cINR Y RAY 3 R2gy GKS 20 KS Nmeitryingltofdpensithéidokny R NY I Y S
more efficientlyc andthend NS { Ay 3 GKNRdAK GKS 20KSNNna #Sk{SySR
enemy Retrospectively in 1921 the Canadian Battles Nomenclature Committee would dub the two
O2YLRyYySyia 2F (GKAa aiNF (88ea3Whilehé waBwhdhie 8 Abgra a2 FTFSy aai
Battalion in 1916Edmundwould takepart inboth types of battlesprimarily defensive trench warfare

in the Ypres Salient and offensive warfagarthe Somme River in Franckle would finallydie in 1918

in defensive warfare near St. Quentamd the Somme Rivevith the 15" Battalion Royal Irish Rifles.

The Ypres Salient

Between the fall of 191&ndthe spring of 1916, the Canadiali Brigade was occupied in defending
trenches in the southern half of the Ypres Salient, which was roughly acgeteiwhose radius pushed
out three to five miles to the Nortlast and South of Ypres into Germhaald territory and was, as a
result, someviat vulnerable to attack from the sides as well as the frq&tee pg27 for aMAPof Ypres
Salient 19141918

5dz2NAy3 KSaS SINIeé Y2yidKa 4G GKS FNRBYGd 9RYdzyRQa o
weeks at a time along the lower gles of the Wytschaete Ridge, which was located between the towns

of Kemmel and Wytschaete. There they suffered various types of artillery bombardment and gas attacks

from their German counter parts, who were dug into opposing trenches. The Albertéyasere

often called, were then relieved by one of the other three battalions that comprisedtgrigade. In

between their postings in the fire trenches, the*Rattalion would typically be stationed as reserves in

either the second line of trenches, from which they could support troops in the fire trenches if needed,

or behind the lines near Kemmel, where they could rest in camp billets, recuperate, incorpevate

recruits replacing the deaand wounded drill, and prepare to return to the front line.
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The Western Front

and

Where Edmund Fought During World War 1
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Trench Warfare System on the Western Front
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The abovaellustration shows the elaborate trench systetinat the French, British, and German

armies constructed across hundreds of miles of the Western Front. In front of the trenches was

barbed wire, an innovation developed in the American West that helpedvoasivancing

troops who tried to charge across the-m@n's land. The came thdire trenchwhere soldiers

would keep watcland resist attacks. Theseere connectedo the second line of trenchéy

narrowercommunicatiortrenches, which weraised to rotae soldiersand suppliesn and out

of the front lines. Further back weadditional networks ofrenches for communications, first

aid, and the storage of supplies. At the very baekthe artillery,with guns powerful enough

to send massive shells deiefo enemy lines. @stant shellinga lack of adequate shelteand

poor sanitation combined with bad weather to makench life miserable for the soldiers.

(Beauchamp, Lee, and Yglesias)
584LIAGS GKS &2f RASNAQ ,Sermih aideNSonibg Daching BunsOdnipeds) f a
and other attacks, the 3L | GO f A2y Qa KA & ( 2 NRAfirsyexpRrigricdd Mitti@giR (1 K :
gl NFINB I a NB Il agtBine AgridaydIaSaytiteat the St. Eloi Craters, where
9RYdzyRQa ONARIIFIRS SIFENYySR GKS LISttt GA2yY G¢KS LNRY

I AS
0

i
S I

2 KSy y20G dzy RS NJ greatéstchnlehge wdé ® enddi@ gendhel. The alluvial plain
that extends from the coasif Flandergo the area around Ypeeis in some placeselowsealevel
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Dykes provided some protection from floodinBut the countryside was threaded by streams and small

riversthat seepedundergroundand, along with frequent and intensive rains during the &t winter,
waterloggedthe trenches. To prote¢chemselvedrom enemy firg the troops typicallyried to dig

trenchesas deep aswelve feet, but in much of the Ypres Salient trenches that degghed into the

water tableand flooded Sgq they builtup sandbag parapetsral parados, which respectivefyrovided

protectionfrom fire in front or blasts tdhe rear of the trenchedyut theseheightenedfortifications

were easily broken up by German artillery barrages. Bacausealrainingthe trencheswasdifficult or

impossibé, the walls wouldoften collapse into knee or waist high mud. In tinegmbingly wet and cold
GAYGSNI Y2y (K& YIye &az2f RjEwgNEcouddaugd®iNgeRo rdt, N&ome d G NBy OK
gangrenous, and require amputation.

Despite these dangers and difficulties, the following spring Edmund wrote fairly cheerfully to his brother
about conditions in the trenches.

Somewhere in France, 14 Mar. 1916
My dear Norman,

XL ¢ | ¢ seddy firfa day or two, the result of my second inoculation for typhoid. | was
done some 16 mos. ago in Calgary but of course we take as few chances as possible these
days. | believe it must be a good idea as typhoid has been so rare when one cotistler

we spend so much time in damp rat infested trenches.

| must say however our portion of the line is A.1. We originally took it over a more or less
dilapidated old haHwvall-half-ditch [but] now it is a splendidly built line with good dagts,
bomb proofs, etc., & the main & communications trenches wedined & floored. An
LYLISNRIFE 2FFAOSNIL 0StAS@®S adl SR az2y$sS ¢SS
ONRX Il RSP {2YS 0622340 FT2NJ GKS ! f 6SNIF 8 2

XL Ydzald GKIFy1 aFtagecSnd fahdbf gutn baouz@ i faftoo good of you.
| have asked Mother just to keep them at home for me as my present ones are still in
excellent order. Those boots are thealthing Norman for the trenches; have anything
oSIHGSy LQ@S aSSyo

I think you must have taken me up wrong about the wounded Calgary boy we helped out
that night sometime back, as it was down a communication trenclo®under fire so it
glra y204 FyedKAy3a FT2NI NBO23aAyAlUA2Yy XD

We had a pretty nice change while out on the brigadst which bucked us up a bit; it was

nice to get a few country walks & not have to walk around among-§ahdd g f f & X ®L 3 dzS a
we are in for about 3 weeks trench duty now between front & reserve line spells & after

that we hope to get a break for aboutcauple of weeks, but even while resting you are on

Rdzieé Ay Fa YdzOK a &2dz NB 2y &/ 2NlJaA wSaSNBS¢

Nothing much is happening here of note. We are having lovely Spring days & sunshine. |

had quite a lazy day basking until during the afternoon a juggins blew in with a trench

Y2NIFN 3 KAa 3JFy3a gAGK KAYD ¢ KSasdhéyald ¢ KSNB O
troupe along carrying various junk, set up their darned machine, plug a few shots over &
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0SFG AG F2N) a2yS RAadlyd aLrido h dzNJ LJ- NJi
gunners trying to locate the spot with high explosive sinelp As they say of Sunday

%

SchoolC S adas &l LI SKalyd | FsiofNy3dayy hedce @makLIS y i £

Gttt YaiK82A58a86SNYy CNRy(déHH

Love to all and hope the boys are flourishing, your loving brother, E. DeWind.
(Edmund DeWindL4 March1916)

Thosequiet days were about to end.
St. Eloi Craters

A few weeksafter writing his optimistic letter9 R Y dzy8 R Baitalion and the rest of the'6Brigade
were ordeed to replace British troopat St. Eloi, avillageWest of Kemme&andtwo and a halimiles
south of YpresBefore the Canadians arriveitish troops had burrowethree longtunnelspassing
underthe village andeneaththe German front linewhich ran EastVestalonga 600 yard elevated
strip of land known aé ¢ K S & Fwuy ithderneaththe British troopgietonated six explosions,
each with between 600 and 31,000 pounds of ammoriie blastsreatedhuge cratersand
obliteratedor collasedthe walls of nearbysermantrenches sent smoke and debris high @mgh into
the air to be seen for miles arounendwere heard across the Channel in England.

One of theSt. Eloi Crates

(Sourcelibrary and Archives Cana)da

After the explosionsBritish troops rushed ito seizell KS D S NJXY | yfsitiors. NBeyafieraf A y S
weekdefending againdiierce counter attacg the British troopgnanaged tdkeepmost ofthe Germans
off The Mound

Buton April 3,the nightthat theyrelieved the British troopghe Canadianéound condtions had
becomenearly indefensiblepersistent enemy bombardment had obliteratéarge sectionsf trenches
and created eleven new cratemsain filledthe cratersandremaining trenchesvith water and, in some
parts,waist deepmud; and he actuallocationsof the mine craters anthe trencheshad become
indeterminatein the pockmarked landscaphich was littered with abandoned bodies of bderman
andBritish soldiers A soldier from Calgary, who like Edmuratti beera bank clerk, desdred the
gruesome scene found by the BBattalion the morning after their arrival:
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When day broke, the sights that met our gaze were so horrible and ghastly that they beggar
description. Heads, arms and legs were protruding from the mud at every yaddiaar

knows how many bodies the earth swallowed. Thirty corpses were at least showing in the
crater and beneath its clayey waters other victims must be lying killed and drowned. A
young, tall, slim English lieutenant lay stretched in death with a pléapaaceful look on

his boyish faceSorS Y2 6 KSNRa a.2ZFa%r13Py S G2 3t 2 NB

The next day,anewed German bombardmeutestroyed all efforts that had been made the previous
night to restore the trenches pattern thatwas to berepeated in the followinguights anddays Font-
line and communicatiotrenches were destroyednd contaciamongplatoons, companies, and the
battalion were disapted. Small groups @anadian troops becameoiated in discontinuous pockets
andwere exposedalong the flanks of the hilb continuousenemybombardment andnachine guriire.
Theofficers of the 31 Battalionhad no mapsnd, in the inevitable chagthought ther troopswere
occupying Craters Nd, 5, and 6,whentheywere actuallyoccupyingNos. 6 and And someof the
smallercraters behind No. 4Seepg. 32 for aVIAPof St. Eloi Cratejs Dueto the unrecognizedyapof
at least 150 yardbetween theCanadiad Q  LJ2, anAAprik @ Gedman troops managed &lip
betweenthe cratersandretake possessionot only ofCraterNo. 5 but also Nos. 2 and 3 and, possibly
No. 4. On April 8, after five days of punishing and insupportable conditighe, 315 Battalion, which
hadbeen defending not onlZraters 6 and but alsothe trenchesextendingfarther eastwasrelieved
by the 19" Battalion

It was not untilmore thanaweek later, onApril 16™ that the weather cleagd enough for aerial
photographs to reveal that the Germans had regai@dter Nos. 2, 3, 4, and thoughthe Canadians
still held Nos. 1, 6, and 7Thenon April 19", after the 3% Battalion hadmoved up tosupport the 29
Battalion in the font lines,German artillery decimatethe 29" BattalioQa 5 /, dhedelimghibers
sought in vain to defend Crater Nos. 6 and 7. THesevho survivedwvere taken prisoneas they stood
waist deep in muddy wat with their rifles jammed with mud anthoperable. Asa result, almst all the
initial gainsthat the British soldiers had made in taking The Mound were now lost.

Hoping toretakethe cratersthat same eveninghe BrigadeHeadquartergput the commander of the
31 Battalion Colonel A.H. Belh chargeof all the front line troopsand ordered hinto counter attack
the Germans He immediatelycombined companies of the 2&nd 3F! Battdionsto mount a 10 p.m.
assault Butinthe darkthe O 2 Y LI g¢fficeéBsza menvere unable todetermine theSy SY & Q&
locatiors andareconnaissance teameportedthat the German artillery and machine gyiagong with
the deeptrenchmud, would make an attack impossibleAt 11 pm. the Brigade Headquarters
repeated its ordeto attack with all possible dispatch. Under accurate bombardment from the
DSNXIyasz K2¢gSOSNE ( KaGainfoundiitinpbskideyfatdanceapdYierskenytheS NJ
assembled troops backiVhen Col. Bell reqtedfurther orders the Brigade Headquarters ftre third
time ordered him to return the troops to the front line and attacBut as day broke, the $Battalion
troops foundthat they still could not identify whiclkraterswere which enemy artillery and machine
guns vere accurately registered onéim, and the mudwas too deep to wade throughCol. Bell phoned
the Brigade Head Quarters and explained that an attack would inevitably result in futile loss @friife
then didthe Bigade Commander finallyccept thatthe situationwashopeless, calff the attack and
allowthe Germando retain control of The Mound.
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Afterthe3F'. | GGt A2y Q&8 AAE RlI&a 2y GKS {Gd 9ft2A FNRYy(G f
wounded or missing. Taking into account prior losses, only 570 afifieal 1,023 Battaliomembers

who had sailed from England were left to answer the rdlitbat evening. Total Canadian casualties at

St. Elog both killed and wounded humbered 1,373.In an account Col. B&lbmposed irearly 1919

based on reports haad writtenearlier,he seems to have concluded that the origipénto launchthe

St Eloiactions andake over TheMoundhad been doomed from the start.

¢tKS tAYS Ay FNRyYy(d 2F (GKS ONI}GSNB o 40 a2 SELRA&S
concentrate upon it and bring fire to bear from the left flank and rear as well as from [the]

front that, even had it been possible to consolidate a good trench line, it could not have

been held for any length of time. Tactically the position wasdhghly unsound; the

enemy had the advantage and was determined to press it to the lif@&nadian 3%

Infantry Battalion War DianApril 1916: 176)

Bvaluatingthed { G ® 9., 2 8 S ¥ § N& O BritishArinyRizwedthe(CKnAdiatlinsuccessful

actions including themisinformationl 6 2 dzii  KS O Mihdih&fhilEr€Xo recapiiteTha 2 v &

Mound, to be the result oseriousand wide sprea@rrors madeat various levelsThe Britistheld the

commanding officers dfoth the 2" Division and the 6 Brigaderesponsible and sought their removal

witha a S@SNB RA a O m it th gvbidEhat NeSdardIMNFBKG 6SO02YS | aRIFy3aSNI
0SG6SSy GKS /Iyl RALWAGKERominghied iGAReBinDdUgIaBkRIg, (1 K S

acceptedhat in cabnormally difficult circumstancésnistakes were to be expectedNeverthelesssix

weekslater, just before the British were to launch their most ambitigaadperhaps equally

unfortunate) offensive ofthe war aroundhe River Sommehe overallcommander of the Canadian

Corpswas abruptly reassigned tormn-combatpost, though withoubfficial censure?

After the St. Eloi actiorthe Canadian Corps took ouvitie front line defense of most of the South East
guadrar of the Ypres Salient, starting jusbith of Hooge and extendingjockwisearoundSouthto St.
Eloi. The Germanaunchedcontinuous bombardment along all sectors of the Salient and made
incursions into Canadiameld territory, most significantly takimnot onlythe village of Hoogealong the
roadeast ofYpresbut alsoa humber of high points from which they could observe and shoot down
upon the Canadian®bservatiorRidge (whichanthrough Sanctuary Wood), The Blughd Hill 60
During thesummer months the Canadians were able to win lthelseterritories previouslylost to the
Germans (See MAP pg. 27.)

Bythe end ofAugust 1916, after a year of fighting, the front lines betwehe Canadians and the
Germans in the Ypres Salient had not moved significantly.3ThBattalion was ordered to relocate to
Franceto take part inoffensivebattles neaithe SommeRiver

9RYdzy RQ& 9nBHelRiathing GubSeétion

It is possible to form aonderstandingo® RY dzy RQ& N2t S | yR SELISaSEBOSE Radz
Craters fromhis having becoma member othe 3. | GG f A 2y Qa al Atkough$is Ddzy { SO
mother reported that Edmuntiadreceived machine gumdining at Shorncliffe (MJS DeWind ca. 1919),

whether he joined the Machine Gun SectiamCalgaryduring hisShorncliffe trainingor subsequently

8 The foregoing abridged description of the acsaat St. Eloi and its aftermath is derived from fuller accounts in
the Canadian 3Infantry Battalion War Diaries (April 1916, page#s) and in the 3% Battalion and Canadian
Corps histories written respectively by Singer and Peebles (Chapters Gaanad¥jcholson (pgs. 131747).
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at the frontis notnotedin his Canadiapersonnelrecord However,on 15 Octobed 915 soon after his
battalion arrived in the Ypres Salieatcorporal ohisC Company antthree machine gunnergere all
woundedby a singlaifle grenade. It might have been these casualties created an opening for

31* Battalion Machine Gun Section in Calgary, 1915

‘(Source(:arter)

Edmundto join the Machine Gun SectiofCanadian 3linfantry Battalion War Diaried5 October
1916, McGill: 102 Two weeks latefzdmund wrote to the Canadian Bank of Commerce:

Xl am now in the Machine Gun Section of thé'®httalion and like the work very much,

and we have an awfully nice willing bunch of fellows in it. We have been in first and second
GNBYOKSA FT2NJ 20SN) I Y2y (KX | yroldFfain hdwisels a Sy
near a village. Our buildisgre pretty well intact, butt is awful to see milesf trenches

and sanebag parapets all aroundt will be two or three decades after the war beéor

things are in any sort of good shape. Ibeautiful, fich, mixed farming country, but a good
f20 2F NIXAYy FyR F¥23 Ay GKS FlLff | LLI NByif
those of us who are lucky enough to pull through

The Balkan crisis will probably add several months to the war, but |itien@&erman

combine is showing signs of breaking up. The Allies are well off for munitions now, though |
must say our Canadian troops would welcome the sight of any of the new magininse

which areready in Canada.

We are all very well, and are beindepdidly equipped this year with skin coats, rainproof
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capes, rubber waders, heavy boots, etc. and food is generally very good and plenty of it.
(Edmund DeWind 1928)

At the timehe wrotethisletter, the 315 BattaliomQ Elachine Gun Section was comprisedbfsoldiers
of all ranks They were divided to four teams, eaciR S LI 28 SR ¢ A G K Zoyr®Smade (K S
Colt machine gun® A, B, Cand D CompaniesEdmund having beeassigned to C Company.

Soon aftelEdmundwrote he had become part dhe 315t. I (i (i | Madhihe/GuA Sectigthe Canadian
2"d Divison wasauthorized to formseparateBrigade Machine GuroBpanies The nucleus of thes™
Brigad€ Bachine Gun Comparwasformed at Kemmelnot far from St. Eloby takingpersonnel and
guns fromthe machine gun sectioresf the brigade® four battalions In return, h February and March
prior to the April St. Eloi actienthe new 6" BrigadeMachine Gun Compartwice organizednine-day
machine gun schosin Kemmel fomembers of eaclof the battalionstMachine Gun &ctions.

Although there is no record of Edmutaving participated in these trainings, other members of his
battalion machine gun section digCanadian 6 Brigade Machine Gun Company War Di&gbruary
March 1916and Appendx 1Q Canadiar6™ Infantry Brigade War Diary, Februakypril, 1916

At the beginning of the war the Canadiand British commandersn contrastwith the German army,
had not given particularimportance to the tacticahdvantages ofmachine gung(Grafton 38-40; Singer
and Peebles33-35) But over timeit became apparentot only that asinglemachine gurcould deliver
rapid andlethalfire equivalent tomany infantryrifles but also thatmachine gunefferedtactical
capabilities dfferent fromthose ofrifles: doverhead shootingback and forthagainst the enemgsthe
infantry chargedtslines & S y T ’sliobtiRgSrém the side andown thelines ofadvancingenemy
troops, anda & dzNLINR & S Sby awelEhidden akEng guaaycngunsuspecting enemy
troops in the open Precisely because of their devastatipgwer, machine gun units became prime
targetsfor return firenot only from snipers or soldiesith rifles orbombsto throw, but alsofrom
ominenwerfers (trenchmortars), andarger artillery¢ a dangerthat led tomachine gun unitSbeing
referredtol & & { dzA OA RS { ljtazheR dulderabilitylCyinaditl ddcking gndrsinvented
dgindirecte shooting theyrained bullets orto enemyformationsin an araverintervening parapets or
other physicalbbstacles whicttould protect them from return fire. (Logan and Levy?2, 50, 51)

as(

AlthoughEdmund vas part ofC Compar@a al OKAY S Ddzy {SOlA2y 6KSy (KS

began, occasionallye brigadeheadquartersassigned th&ompanysectiorsto supportother brigades,
battalions orcompanies irforward trenches andstrong mints. Further, lecauseof a generalshortage
of machine guns, thi&lachine Gun Sectiongere often required tacontinueholding their positions
evenafter theo NA 3| B BE 0 & | cthé&kBoldierswere relieved from the front line(McGill:102-3,
109-110, 122, 1256" Canadian Infantry Brigade War Diary, Mahthy, 1916 During the first few days
of the fightingat St. Elgithe A and B Companies took over forward trenchkse toCraters No. 6 and 7
andCCompany was posted @djacenttrenches whictextendedfurther East. A and B Companies were
so heavily bombarded that they could n@tbuild their crumblingrench walls while C Company
managed tgut out 20 yards oprotectiveapron wire n front oftheir portion of the trench Becausef
their many casualtied3 Company exchanged places witlfCompanywhile their machine gun sections
presumably includingdmund remainedin their first positions

° This letter, dated 1 November 1915, was published by the Canadian Bank of Commerce first in one of a series of
LI YLIKE SGa GAGE SR a[ SGGSNA FNRY (KS CNRByYyGé YR niKSYy
of such letters from bank employees. (Foster and Duthie 1920)
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OnApril 8" the German bombardmenidf the Candian trenchedasted seventeen and a half hours. The
C Company trenchdsecameso broken uphat reinforcementtroopshad to lie on the duckoardsat
the bottom of the trenclesfor protection The medical officerCaptain Howard McGitieported,

Amost terrible concentration of enemy bombardment is taking place on our position in front

of and about St. Eloi, using trench torpedoes and shells of all kinds and sizes. Hundreds of

shells must be bursting per minute. We must expect heavy casualtésses ©f shattered

nerves comig in. The worst of these | setmlField Ambulance, but the majority | allow to lie

down in adjoining dugout. There are only a half dozen cases. Some men have been buried by
aKStfaxaly®d RSIR YR 68dFRBRII NBEY SRCRRI SR RNF OF
well battered to pieces.GanadiarBlst Infantry Battalion, War Diaries, April 6, 1916)

That afternoon when150 to 200 Germanadvanced towardheir trench, CCompanyopened fireon the

attackers Somewere shot as they tried to surrender, some ran away, and otteak shelter in a

nearbyshell holes As dark fell, fifty to sixtgsermans jumped out of the shell holesrun back to their

trenches but C Compamgainopened fire andsaw some of the Geransfall. The enemy

bombardment continued all night. Ome following morning7 April fifteen Germans appeared in front

of the Company C trenchThebattaliondiary reports they emerged 6 A 1 K G KSA N} WRFOGRE G &t «
cthey were acting like a lotfavild Indians and it was obvious that our artillery had demoralized them.

Our men killed the entire party ¥ RattalionWar Diary April 1916 Appendix No. 16After five days

of fighting, includingnore than thirty hours of intesive bombardment v no water or food, C

/ 2YLI y&s LINRBoOlFOf& AyOf dzRA Yy FinallyReNevegaRdxdtiredtb Mllstdoy S 3 dzy
rest and regroup.(Canadiar81® Infantry Battalion Wamiary, 7 April 1916)

It was €n days laterafter the 31 Battalionhadreturned to thefront trenches that the Brigade
Headquarters ordered the Canadian troops retake $tteEloCraters. The brigadealsoordered the
battalionQ @achine gun section® accompany theirespectivecompanies Two companies mosd into
front line trenches and twoemainedin support. The following nighaand the next morningC Company
perhapsincluding Edmundyastwice orderedupto the forward trenchess part of the effort to retake
The Moundbut twice they returned to the goport trenchesafter they found it impossible to launch
attacksfrom the muddy trenches and cratenshile under bombardment and fire from the Germar@n
April 21, after the orders to retake the Craters had beescindedthe 31 Battalionwas relieved and
withdrew to the divisional reserve campThemachine gun sectionsere ordered renain at the front
one more daybefore rejoiningthe battalion (Canadian 31Infantry Battalion War Diary, April 1916;
Canadian 8 Infantry Brigade War Riry, April 1916)

Battles of the Somme

In September 1916 th81% Battalionwas senfrom Belgium to France, neéine Somme Canal and River
Nine months earliethe Allied Armiehadagreedto mountheretheir largestoffensiveof the war

against theGermans. Together thRritish and the French hoped to bretide German linessurround
part of the German army, anoting thewarto an end Butbefore ther offensivecould be launched,

the Germandegantheir ownmajor attack against therenchfarther south at Verdurand, athough the
British still hoped to break througihe German lines, their immediajgurposewith the Somme
offensivebecame todistract German troops from Verdun anelievethe hardpressed Frencharmy.

On 1 July 191éhe British and French forcemitiated the Battles of the Sommedongtwenty-five miles
of the Western Fronttsetchingfrom the ThiepvalPlateauin the Northto Chillyin the South(See pg. 38
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for MAP ofBattles ofthe Sommé The plan ofattack was to begin with a heavy artillery bombardment
that wouldneutralize German resistancél han the artillery was tore-aimits shellingforward just in

front of a firstwave of advancing troops. After tliest wave secured theattered enemy trenbes a
secondwaveofd Y 2 LJtralzhdévas to move in, clear oany remaining enemy, antbnsolidate these
new positions.Torebuild the captured trenches and prepare for any counter attacqyis in he

a Y 2 LILIA yiadewdadldeéarrypicks,shovelsandsand bagén addition to their guns, ammunition, and
grenades.If theseoffengve efforts were successful in establishing a new front line, the artillery would
be movedforwardto bombard the next German lirend begin anothecyck of attackswith fresh

troops.

Courcelette
Following thidattle plan, battalion after battalionhrew themselvesgainst the welfortified German

defenses Whilethe attacks gaineg¢ardagethe wellentrenched German guns and artillery decimated
the advancingroops. After eachassaultthe depleted firstwaveof troopswithdrew for reinforcement

and reorganizatiorand thenwent forward once agaimto whatmany later callethed 6 f 22 R 6 G K 2 F

the Sommet (Singer and Peebles: 1:3940) This was to bthe experience of Edmunahd the 3
Battalion inthe battle for Courcelettewhichwas a villagéocated in the northern sector of the attack

By the timethe Canadian Cormntered intothe Sommeregion the fightinghad been raging for over

two months and was about to begin tisird cycleof advance and consolidationThe Canadians
replacedAustralian troopsvho, in the previous six weekbadadvancedalong with the British army

well into German territory and eskdished a front line just to the east Bozieres TheCanadian€orps
faceda six mileGermanfront that extendedfrom Flers in the east, through Martinpuch and Courcelette
to Thiepval in the westThe6™ Brigadewas assigned the specifitissionof taking overthe German
trenchesin front of Courcelette and themovingup to the edgeof town to determineto what extent it
had been fortified If the 6' Brigadedetermined a subsequent attack could be succestifel next day

the Canadian % Brigadewould take over andlrive the Germango the east and out of the townOne

reason the Germansight put upa fierce resistancetvd G KIF G GKS f+FNAHS o0SSi adal

outskirts had a well from which they could dravater for their troops. Unlike Flanders, the plains of
the Somme were relatively dry. Wells with plentiful water were few and far between, which hadded th

NBEIA2Y Q& NUzNF f LR LIz | iA2ya (2 O2yOSYyidNIRe&S: 78y (26Yy

During the month prior tdts arrival at the Somme, the $Battalion had received new troops and

undergone strenuous training in mobibffensive tactics as a company and a battalion. The battalion
receivednew weapons including both British Lee Enfield rifles (replacing the Canadian Ross rifles, which
had frequently jammed with mud) and Lewis Guns (replacing the Colt machine gunsmehich

transferred to the & Brigade Machine Gun Companthus completing a replacement process that had

begun four months earlier(Singer and Peebles: 128" Canadia Infantry Brigade War Diarffebruary

1916, Appendix )/ The Lewis Guns were lighter than the Colts, could be operated byoalyr, more
easily by two soldiersand were more versatile in fighting alongside an infantry on the move. Earlier

from 19 to 26 May 1916, after the St. Eloi actions, tffeCanadia Divisional School opened its first

Lewis Gun course. Edmund attended and was reportéditodS | G G A y S RF AA@AES yoER2d24R 0
(Canadian 8 Brigade War Diary, May 1916: Appendix 10, Brigade Orders by Brigadier General H.D.B.
Ketchen, No. 229, 17 & 1916 and No. 240, 31 May 1916) Afterwards Ednkeptla welworn

notebook of carefully hangvritten instructions about how to maintain and repair Lewis Guihte

continued to fight with C Company as part of a Lewis Gun team during the battle fare(aita (See

LJI3d od F2NJ ORYdzy RQa [ SdiBRadtle d@ayrcelétei S 6221 YR | a!
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Battles of the Somme, 1 July to 18 SeptemhE916
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Battles of Courcelette and Thiepval Ridge
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The 8. NA 3| R&H@28" Battalions wererderedto take the Sugar and Candlyenches in the first

wave of the attack and the 3'Battalion was to follow in supportandtoY 2 LJ dzLJE | YR O2y az2f A
new positions.The Germans had fortified thadjacent beet Sugar Factand a number of nearby

sunken roads into strong redoubtshich formed hubs within the lacework of their front line and

communication trenches outside the town.

Recognizing the difficulty of taking the Sugar Factory and sunken roadgitise Army provided thé"
Brigade six tankshe first time tanks werdeingused during the warAlthough large (26 feet long

with an additional steering tail of 6 feet) and slow (3.4 miles per hour), the tanks were expected to lead
troops through the German lines by flattening barbed wire, crossing trenches up to 1itketand

with their quickfiring 6 Ib. cannons and their own multiple machine guns, wipeGermanmachine

gun nests. To increase the surprise and frightening efietzinkson the Germansheir existence hd

been kept secret, evefiom Canadian trops, until thebattle. (Nichols: 168; Singer and Peebles:)143

British atillery fire against the German lines began on September 13 and continued until exactly 6:20

am on15 Septemberwhen the attack was launched. The"2ahd 28" Battalions led the first waves

toward the Sugar and Candy Trenches, advancing between the McDdoremelh onthe north and

Bapaume Road on the south. Companies A, B, and C of fi&a8&alion followed only a dozen yards

behind. These soldiers carriadt only their rifles, spare ammunition, bombs, atifte grenades for

GY2LIIEY DddzlIl £ &2 &1 yYROF 34X LIA Gdzdreofithé RBermiak Refichds.da G2 O2

Despite the earlier heavy bombardment, the German troops were at first abletoheal / 2 YLI Yy é Qa
advancewith devastating fire, as was vividlgscribedoy PrivateDonald Fraser in his diary:

Word had just eked out that we are in for our third engagement: first, St. Eloi, second, Third

Battle of Ypres; and now the Somme, ttiise not as defenders, but as aggressors primed

dzLJ F2NJ 6 KS S@Syiaxedz2S gSNB SyuNdHzGdSR gAGK GKS 2
killing all those who showed fight or defiance, digging out the enemy frorrodtgyand

passing them out as prisoners;short, disposing of all opposition and taking complete

possession of the enemy front line, manning and consolidating it in eventafraes-

Faar 01 o0S3Ay ith &l dag] Egipniei, dpeeddatianaeuvre was practically

impossible. | therefore, as glad to turn my overcoat over to the Q.M. [quarter master] to

be obtained back at billets, rather than carry it during the attack, notwithstanding that it

YIed 0SS o0FlRt& NBIdANBR fFGSNI 2yXo

As zero hour approached | glanced around looking for signsat@eh The signal came like

a bolt from the blueright on the second the barrage opened with a roar that seemed to

aLX At GKS KSH@SyaXxoLd é6la G GKA& 2dzyOldzaNBE (Kl
move along the edges. | raised my head fer finst time and looked at the Hun trench,

and to my astonishment, saw Heiny after Heiny ranging along the line, up on firing step,

ofFrTAy3 gAtRE@ Ayil2 dzAX®PEKS AN gl & aSSGKAy3a ¢
atmosphere wasracking with myriad of mdgne-gun bullets, startling and disconcerting in

the extreme. Bullets from enemy rifles were whistling and swishing around my ears in

hundreds, that to this day | cannot understand how anyone could have crossed that inferno

FfAGSXDl £t | NPYAROKVEY HSMPRIRISNAIKAYI Ay (GKSA
G2LILX SR AyiG2 akKStf K2ftSa F2NJ al FSGiéXdCdzNIi KSNJ L
g2dzf R KI 9SS aGSLIISR Ayid2 + @2ttSe 2F INBYIlI RSaxae
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l'a GKS FddGF Ol &adzaiRSR $LgnR sayeReiwoundedit®istiig Y2 OSR A Y
and moanlng in thelr agony, it dawned on me that the assault was a failure and now we

gSNB i GKS YS NKed]yimgTow in Sshel vioof@nxptating
eventsX.away to my left rear, a huge gray object reareskif into view, and slowly, very
slowly, it crawled along like a gigantic toad, feeling its way across thesstiellen field.
glha + dryl1s GKS a/ NBYS RS aSyukS:z¢ uKS
kind to be employed inthe Gréa 2 | NX®52 gy | yR dzlJ 6 KS aKk
unganly monster noving relentlessly forward.
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(SourCeMcEwer)

Sudienly men from the ground looked up, rose as if frora dlead, and running from the

FEtlyla 2 0SKAYR Al F2f{ft26SR Ayjumpédsp NBIF NJ | & A
and quickly, tbugh warily, rantowhered2 dzf R 4SS Ay {2 CNAGI Q& GNByOK:
pointing and finger on the trigg&r ®hen | ymped into the trench, the sign | beheld for

sheer bloodiness and murder, bbd§ description. Apparely our artillery had senbver a

last minute shrapnel barrage, for the Huns were terribly mangled about the head and

shoulders which coupled with our iging, completely wiped out eveeiny in thebays in

front of us. Everyone of them was either dead or dying and the trench literally running

GAGK 0f22RX®AG NBIdZANBR y2 AYFAAYILGA2y G2 LAOIG

Finding the trench complete in our possessiom started shaking hands and telling each

2GKSNI 6K2 sl & 1AftSR I yR "ol Badalolspitk S & dzZNIA g2 N
oddsand ends of the 3, jumped over RtzQfront line, and continued their weto the

objective. The last | saw of theringy were on theskyline,going ove the ridge, their

numbers pretty well thinned out. A few patrols of the’3ienetrated to the outskirts of

Courcelette. (Fraser:200-211[reordered into chronological sequenge]

Companies B an@ latersupported by D,dced similarly harrowing conditions hlike A Company, they
all managed to secure thetargetedGerman trenches(Singer and Peebles: 1482)
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Of the three mtrols mentioned byPrivate Fraseas reaching the edge of Courcelette/o had been
recruited from BCompany an@ne fromC Company Each patrahcludedan officer, approximately 30
men, and one Lewis GurGiven the limited number of Lewis Guns allotte@ach companythe Lewis
Gun teanrecruitedfrom C Companiikely includededmund. Their mission was to advance to
Courcelette and probe the German defenseissubsequentttack the following day After aving the
jumping off trenchat the beginning of the battlehe patrolshadfollowed and therpassed through

both the precedingattackl y R & Y 2 LILJA yoHtroaps JVhewdtte @onénander of the C Company
patrol was wounded anthen his replacementwaskilled, the patrolmembersjoinedup with the first

patrol of BCompany As thesecond patrobf B Compan® NE 4 a8 SR b2 alyQa [FYRX (K¢
were decimated by German machine gun fire and its Lewis Gun was put out of comrjsaishell
Undaunted, thesurvivingpatrol memberssomehow secured another Lewis Gun and kept going toward
the \illage, clearing out Garan dugouts alonthe way.

Thethree patrolsthen converged at the South West corner of Courcelette aadted for the leading
Canadiarartillery barrage toshift. Therthey took up theseries ofpositionsthey had been instructed to
secure which extendedrom north of the Sugar Factoryhichthe 28" Battalionhad earliercaptured
with assistance frontwo tanks, past the village church, andagoint50 yarddfarther East and just
outsidethe village Whilethe patrolsconsoidatedthesepositions, scouts pushedorward to the village,
bombed a number of deegugouts and captured six prisoners. Clearing out a German treheh, t
patrolsencountered a group adpproximately 150 Germans. WithLewis Gun brought forward,

LIS NK | LJa BsRanafpii@Qdakiedthe Germas' resistance andurvivors werdakenprisoners.
(Singer and Peebles: 18%6; CanadiarB1 Battalion War Diary, September -4, Appendi6.)

Oncell KS LJadastBbiished positionsn/ 2 dzNJ Selddg thé Eigade commander requested
permission to order his troops to takke town, but the dvision commander declined, perhaps wisaty
onlyfive battered platoons and the weakened reserve of thé"@attalionwere availabléo supportthe
proposed attack(Stewart:111) That afternoon, the Canadiar"Brigade took over from the'6Brigade
and dl four companies of the Bst Battalion, other tharthe menin the patrols, wererelieved andsent
back to the jumping offrenches The next morning, 16 Septembéhne 5" Brigadetroops advancedo
the edge of Courceletteabsorbed the ptrol membersinto their ranks andbegan thefinal fightfor the
villageagainst Germamachine gunssnipers andbayonets. By dusk the Canadian trotiesl taken
control of Courcelette and establishedhewfront line north of the villagethus accomplishing the
mission The survivingatrol memberslikely includingEdmundrejoined the 3% Battalion behind the
jumping off trenches The following day, 17 Septembtre battalion withdrew from the battle zone
alongwith the rest of the Canadian'@Divisionand movedwell in backof Pozieres to replenish and
reorganize their troops(Snger and Peebles: 15658; Stewart123-127)

Duringthe 15 September attackhe Canadian forces had pushed back the German lines an average of
1,500 yards along 4,000 yardront. The newforward line establishedby the Canadiansan from north

of Courcelette to the west tward Mouquet Farm ando the Eastoward Martinpuch Of the original

722 soldierof the 3F' Battalionwho began the battle, only 31@gathered behind the jumping off
trenches on the morning of Sept. 1Bwo days later, it was reported thatofficers and 54 troops were
known to havebeen killed 52 troops were missing, and 120 were wound@&the list ofsoldiers

G! RYA GG S Ribulafice i@cluBedliro132 Pte. E. Dewir{lachine Gun Section) C Compddyo-

16£ Cahadian 3%Battalion War Diary, 346 Septemberl916 Appendix 6Battalion Orders No. 2%9
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Field Ambulance Station at the Battle of Courcelette

(Source:Library and Archives Canada)

No additional information abouhe nature, cause or outcomeof 9 R Y dzyédhddtidn has been found
though he didrejoin his battalion.

At the end of théfirst day of the offensivéhe commander of th&Canadiar2™ Division Major-General

R.E.W Turnewrotetothe 38, | GG+t A2y X aL ¢lyd G2 O2y3aANI ddz I GS &
by your Battalion today. The Army Commander General Gough is fetfifonell pleased ahe credit

ONRdzZaAKG (G2 KAa [|INW¥rdonahid dialygdRghe RAS B2 Ng @ZNJ mH Y2y G K& |
with the Division for this pportunity. God knows thegcted in a magnificent wayNothing, losses or

anything elsecould stop them. They were out to even old scores of the Yjpres A Suftéddré 6 v

Stewart: 126)This lastommentreflectedthe Canadia& @putationfor not takingprisonersand at

timesfor killingtroopswho wereseeking to surrender owvere already prisoners William FStewart

suggestst NB @ Svs3He énain factor in sudkillingss ¢ ¢ KS DSNX I ya KFER adzwa2SO0iSR
of misery, mining, sniping, and the wretchedness of St. Eloi and Mount Sowaipav the Canadians

had a chane forvengeanc& Commanders did little, if anything, to restrain theirtrodpst = 4Ly GKSAN
YAYRAI R2AYy3 a2 ¢g2dAd R KI @S OF NNA SR KS{ INJOHEI NIRYF  nMHYYy
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¢ dzNJy/irstislpraise was seconded two days later by 8#'B- (G G I £ A 2 y Q ALieddehanity | Yy RS NJ
Colonel A.H. Belh his reportdescribing the battle and listingach of the casualties by namé: ¢ K S
Commanding Officer desires to express laahks his appreciation at thexcellent way in which they

carried outtheir work in the operabns of September 14to 16"® ¢ ¢ / | ' BaRalidn yWar ®imry,
Septenber 1416, Appendix 6)Then a few days lateghe CanadiaMinister of Militia and Defence,

Major General Sir Sam Hughes, sent a telegiai A Y R f &ncdreSt ©dbdriiiulaons on splendid

work of Canada and also convey to all other troops the hearty appreciation of their noble sacrifices and
magnificent triumph. The hearts of all Canadians are with you and the e Heaven bless you all
(Canadiar81* Battalion War Diary20 Septenber 1916

Twenty-three yearslater, the b (i i Ishigt@ighQommente AdDNAY FAIKIAYIEZ ONRGY ¢
spectacular success, had been the portion of the Canadian Corps-Bepiembeé utdthey went on,

08 Y2yUKQad SYyR GUKSNB ¢2dZ R 60S I GadNdHA3ItsS adiatt Y
¢ the battle for Thiepval RidggSinger and Peebles: 159)

Thiepval Ridge

The 3% Battalion returnedo Courceletteon 26 Septembein order to undertake a second offensive
battle, whichwould last until 29 SeptembeiTheoverallgoal of therenewedoffensive was to push the
Germansorth from the Thiepval Ridge, which extendedstfrom Courcelettdwo and threequarters
milesto the town of Thiepval.The6" Brigadewasspecifically orderedio pushfarther northeast from
Courcelette between West Misumont and Twenty Roads, ambtablish advance posts as &astas
possible towardi KS DSNX I yaQ t T30 BattaiB0 & NS/ tHisbifeSsyvewas to
take theportions of the Kenora an@ourcelette Trenals, whichay betweenWest and East Miraumont
Roads (See pg. 3%or MAPof Battle of Courcelettand ThiepvaRidge) Twowaves ofattacktroops
would opentheassaulf 2t t 26 SR o6& I aVY2L) dzL¥ Hold@Shegrdunda S OdzNB |
gained. Afourth wave wasa pushpast the consolidated advances atadte thenext German trenches.
In addition CCompany was to send oud patrols to establish forward postggain itis likely that
Edmund washe Lewis Gunneof one of these patrols. (Canadian®®attalion War Diary, September
25, 1916, Appendix 12 and 13.)

The offensive began with an artilebombardment that unfortunately fell to the rear of the German
trenches. As a result the 3BattaliorQ & ahd shddnd waves of troopset deadlyrifle and machine
gun fire, which causesevere casualties artdappedsurvivorsin shell holes close tihe German
trenches Only withnight fallwere they able to return taheir jumping off trench In early evening,
Germansolderslaunched a counter attadiut the Canadians repulsed them wihmilarlydevastating
fire. Ordered taenew theirattack that night, the 3% Battalion fourd the secondCanadiarartillery
advancebombardmenthadagain gone over thereemy lineshput the German artillery madeo so such
error. Despite heavy casualtieB Company launched a sudden attadth reinforcements from the 27
Battalionandthey captured a section of the German trenciithey were able to kedpeir position after
one of thepatrolsjoined themwith aLewis Gun. The patrtiien establisted a forward post close to
West Miraumont Rod so as® beat off any possible counter attacko consolidate thisuccess in

NE I OKAyYy 3 (dofctive,lthé dommandes/sen up reinforcements.

The following afternoopSeptember 2%, the patrol pushed forwarénother100 yards and discovered
that the Germans had retreated, abandoning their entire front between Bapaume Roadamndelette
Trench Members of the 31 Battalion quickly occupied and consolidatibé unoccupied trencheghus
completing the wholef their original objective. That night patrols exploredenfurther, goingas far
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north as the Regina TrencWwhich alscseemed tchave been abandoned by the Germangarly the
next morning however,the 26" Battalionpassed througlthe positionsbeing heldby the 31 Battalion
to find that the Regina Trench havernightbeen reoccupiedhe Germanswho met them withheavy
rifle and machine gun fireAfter suffering appalling losses, the3attalion was relieved the following
day, September 29 andit retired to campsjust east of Pozieres.

In four days of fightinthe 31° Battalion sufered 282casualtief all ranks including 60 killed, 113
missing, and 219 woundedncluding reinforcements who had arrived the night of Septembéy, 2¢e
battalion was left with only 360 men of all ranks which little more than 100 had canwith the
battalion from Ypresind very few had beeariginal members of the battalion when it depart€lgary
a year and a half earligfCanadian 3% Battalion WamDiary,1916, September 2#ppendix 13Singer
and Peebles: 15970, 175 Edmund would have witnessed that the total strength of driginal 31
Battalion was now reduced to the equivalent of only one full compapgproximately 50 men

Despite thédr severe lossesfter spending two days of reorganization, the battalion was sent back into
reserve on the front lines in support of an effort by the Canadifiardd 5" Brigades to take the Regina
Trenchwhere itcrossed between West arlgastMiraumont Road. Finally on October 8, the Canadian

1%, 279 and 3 Divisions, on whom the brunt of the fightiag Courcelettehad fallen, were withdrawn

from thefront lines, leaving behind the recentigrrived andrelativelyun-battle-tested Canadiam™
Division. After five weeks, thed™ Division carried ousuccessful attack® occupy the Regina Trench

and consolidate its pos&iy ® ¢ KA & 0 NP dz3 Kdlein{Crutceldttéanfl thR Battles of the N1J& Q
Sommeto a close and they began to praqe for thar next battle, that for Vimy Ridge

The Somme offensive had driven a great wedge into the German positions and captured considerable
territory, but the German front lines remained unbroken. Summarizing the outcome dfatiles of

the Somne, Field Marsh&aSir Douglas Haig, commander of the British Expeditly Force concluded

that three main objectivebad been achievedelieving the French at Verdun, holding German forces
from advancingand diminishing the enenya & (i Ngpafently Medking through the German lines
was no longer considerad have been goal. (Nichols: 198plthoughthe numbersare disputedthe

Allied Forceclaimed to haveaptured 350 gungaken 65,000 prisoners, and caused 600,000 casualties
among thke German forcesyhile it suffered 650,00@asualtief troops killed, wounded, or missing
(Singer and Peebles: 17#) his memoirs the German commander, GenerahHncendorff later

wrote (i K | {Arrifyhad beéen foght to a standstill and wastterly worn outé He added subsequently,
G2S Ydzald al @S GKS YSy @&NRob A O KBSigaaeRes¢baniey@dohed | G G f
Somme were over, thefficial Canadian history of the waoncludedhat, far frombeing a

breakthrough offensived ! 6 S &-thontih EaBpafritiiathad opened on 1 July with such high
expectations had resulted in a costly stale méate 0 b A0®2f a2y Y

Interlude from Battle: Marchto December 1917

After his battalionwithdrew from the battle lines of theSomme9 RY dzy RQa Ay @2t dSYSy i
diminishedor ceased during period of about nine monthsOn leaving Courcelette, the 3Battalion

marched at a leisurely pace north for approximately 35 nieldersin. The village wa®seto Vimy,
GKAOK g2dzZ R 0S (GKS airidsS 2F GKS /I ybuRitbrigusdathey & Q &
of the war. In Hersin, whose buildings and stregtsre undamaged by the war, the troopsre

greeted by cheering residents and a bandthe Tiext day the battalioadvancedo front line trenches,

just outside ofthe village oiVimy where the German troops could look down upon them from their
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fortifications atopof VimyRidge. But the sector proved quiet enough that school children appeaach
within a mile of the front to sell chocolate and cigaretteghe soldiers (See MAP pg. 26.)

AsdestNA 6 SR Ay 3ANBIF G SNJ RS lakifal ab\Varly, EdniLinoda geanteciisko8 o6 | G G I f
leaveduring which he was ableriefly to visit his home i€omber. Aftereturningto Vimy, he would

participate inholding actions angreparations for theupcomingbattle, but just before the battlewas to

start, he would bepostedto England tdoeginofficer training. After completingthe trainingand

securing a commission 2% Lieutenant, havould bere-postedto the 17" (Reserve) Battalioof the

Royal Irish Rifleése Dundalkwhichwasfewer than sixty miles fronr@omber. Hewould servethere until

December when hevould returnto the front lines in Francas part of the 18 (ServiceBattalionof the

Royal Irish RiflesDuring these months Edmumdould restore his health, renew relations with his family

and Mollie, and commit himself to talg a leadershipgole in the war as an officer.

Home Leag and Family War Efforts

After his batalion left the relatively happy village of Hersin amived totrenchesjust outside of Vimy,
Edmund was granted eight daystafme leave 17-25 October 1917 After Edmund spent two days
travellingto and fromNorthernIreland,hismother reported thathe hadbeen home for six daybut
she providecho details abouthow he spent his time(MJS D#/ind, n.d. letter to Norman DeWind\o
doubt he learnedin part,of activities undertaken byther family members to support the war effort.

Hissister Edith, whdefore the war hadrainedto become aegisteredy dzZNB'S | 0 YAy 3IQa /[ 2f ¢
in London andhe General Hospital in Birminghammadvolunteeredi 2 62 NJ] 6AGK (KS CNARS
Ambulance Uniin France6 YAy 3Qa /26 ¢®&E [AYyRAYy 6l & fadnfeddy OF t £ SR
supported by Quakensut, becauseits unpaid stafincludednon-Quaker volunteerst neverbecamean

official Quakerorganization. Edith arrived in Franoe 11 November 1914just five days before

9RYdzy RQa Syt AaidyYSyid Ayd2 .0Sdorked afh FsitdussS 9IEGLISIRKAST Al 2yy/A (
first hospital the VillaSt. Pierrdn Malo-les-Bains a neighborhood o€oastalDunkirk.The hospital had

50 bedsanoperating theater, dispensary, and quarters for the nurses. It wagyuwne doctor and

eight nurses Thehospital was closed down in JulylBlargely becausevounded soldiersvere being

directed to new larger hospitals in the are8y that tme the Villa St. Pierre ébpital hadireated 413

patients includinghot only soldierswho had been severely wounded in fighting in the region of Ypres

but alsolocal civiliansvho suffered from avariety of maladies. (Tatham and Miles:-10, 6768)

Ediththen transferred with the rest of her team the No. 3 British Red CssHospital in Abbeville,
which wasclose to the fighting around Ypres. There she was appointed Matron in charge ohgursi
When this hospitatlosed in January 191 partdue to its vulnerability to German bombinghad
treated 1,555patients. Apparently not in the best of healtlidiththen returnedto Comber where she
became engaged in local efforts to support the soldigfBatham and Miles: 857)

For hemursing during the waEdith was awarded the Royal Rébss, 1914 915Star, British War, and

allied Victory medalgTatham and Miles: 215; National Archives WO/372/E8ljth was in Abbeville

¢ KSy 9 RbattaioR&rived in France join the fight in the Ypres Salient, but we haveraoord

indicating whether they werd y (12 dzOK 2NJ al ¢ SIF OK 2GKSNJ 6SF2NB 9RY
Comber, to which she would have earlier returned.
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Edith DeWindandthe Friends Ambulance Unit iRranceand in Comber

Villa St.Pierre Hospital in Maldes-Bains

(ource: Wullés (Source:The Testimony

Bessie Stone and EditiBarn Hill Edith as Matron, British Red Cross
Hospital No. 3Abbeville

(Source: DeWind Family Archives)

(Sourcelibraryof the Religious Society of Friends
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' FGSNI GKS 6FNE 9RAGKQA KSI f WomeNd the BritsiSLRgioR NI A f 6 dzi
(Comber Branchxhe devoted herself to the welfare of-egrvie men. Until lag in her life she worked

for related charitable causéds K N2 dz3 K / 2 YO SNRA& t I NAaAK / KdzZNOK ' yR (K¢
She also became the care giver for her Aunt Bessie, Elizabeth Gtbae&spectatot955;Newtownards
Chroniclel955

___JL_K‘L e O s TS

PRESENTATION TO MRS. T. J. ANDREWS, ON HER RESIGNATION AS HON.. SECRETARY AND TREASURER OF THE
COMBER DISTRICT NURSING SOCIETY. IN THE GROUP ARE (left to right)—MISS ELIZABETH STONE, MISS DE WIND,
LADY HELEN STEWART, THE MARCHIONESS OF LONDONDERRY, D.B.E. (WHO PRESIDED), MRS. T. J. ANDREWS,
AND LADY WICKHAM.

(Source: Belfast Newstter, 1927)

Between1915 and 1916 R Y dzy R Q & sistéi3 ané &iddtled familwere reported by theBelfast
NewsLetteras being involved ia variety of campaigns to assike Britishwar effort by sendinggoods

to troops: socksto help soldiersprotect their wet and cold feet from trench fopsandbags to bolster
trench parapetsand vegetables and fruit fahe healthy diets of sailors aea withthe navy (Belfast
NewslLetter23 November 1914, 21 August 1915, 1 May 1915, 6 September) IO sister Florenge
who was homesteading in Alberta witlsiNJ K dza 0 I Y RX  Dlar2etl e tas@ppod thélwak
effort and, Ike her sister Edith, Florenegorkedfor health and welfare charitiesuch aghe

Independent Daughters of Empite supportdS i SNI yaQ OKAf RNBY FyR 2NLKIF ya
Boardto provide public health trainingt a local school of nursingFbrence DeWind)These efforts

were part of a much wider civiliamar-supportmovement which in the United Kingdoereated 18,000
charities to provide medical services, refugee reliebmforts”" for soldiers (such as cigarettes, clothing,
books and food)assistance to prisoners of war and the like. (Harris)

When Edmund returned to the fromtfter his leavehe probably had no foreknowledge thag¢ would

not again seeither his father, who would diéour months lateron 22 Februant 917, or his sister,
Louise, who would dishortly afterwardon 5 May B17.
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Officer Training

Soon afterarriving backn Francefrom home leave Edmundbegan a long and complicated process of

obtaining acommissiorin the Brtish army. On December 11916 he signedafour pageform with the

elongated title & ! LILI A OF ( A 2 yo aiFCXfiddr CaBet Uni &ith 2 Wiew fipgointment to a

Temporary Commission in the Regular Army for the Period of the War, to a Commission in the Special
Reserve of OFOSNE 2NJ (2 |/ 2 Y YA & ahere/anapplicant WaS to stBeNINRA G 2 NA | §
what branchof serviceand inwhat uniheg I & GRSAANRdza 2 FI RS AlYABRENIZ A&l E S
stampedY GLbC! b8@SEDT Y.RY & Hwi2 AppitationsNFCadit Traitirf Sidold ¢

required multiple endorsements includirgrtificationsof both hismoral characteover the previous

four years(from John Brown, M.A., Dean of Down and Rector of LoughinigiaBedaforde, County

Down, avillagenot far from Comber) andf his level of educatioffrom Robert MacFarland,

Headmaster of Campbell Collgg&heacting commander of the 31Batalion, W. H. Hewgill, who had

g A0y Saa S Rnitial ROT4yeRadién pledging to defend the Kga A yfsort, Srown and Dignity

for the duration of the warnow certified Edmundo bed | & dzAndidai® fn SverQwayg A letter

from the commander of the ® Canadian DivisigiMajor General H. E. Bstall, recommended that

Edmund be sent to Englanal train for a commissio inthe 20" (Reserve) Battalion of the Royal Irish

Rifles Finaly, the Llieutenant Colonel in command of the 2(Rese&ve) Battalion certified that he had

interviewed Edmund and thdte was nominatingfdmund- & | d&dadzA Gl 6t S GFoyaRARF (S
commission ithe 20" (ReservgBattalion,which wasstationed in Newtownards, the nexdwn

northeast ofComberin County Down(National ArchivefUKIT C2 NDS& 2+ NJ wSQ2NRaxX a!
What influence theearlierletter that Thomas Andrews had sentltb-Col. CrawforeSharman seeking a

B

4

commission for Edmunchay have had oreither the success of his applicatidh2 NJ 2 T FA @3hWwWIa G NI .

subsequentommissiorwith the Royal IristRiflesis notevident fromhis personnel reords.

While Edmund awaited the results of his application for officer training, he and his fellow ttoops
betweenoccasionatkirmishes, raids, and bombardmeiietween German and allied forcesar Vimy
¢ againbecame preoccupiely fighting rain, mud, and cold the trenches, some of which collapsed
and had to be abandoned. Nonetheless, on Christmas day they enjoyedtd¥dast of turkey with
sausage dressing, cabbage and potatoes, and plumdipgdollowed by candy, cigarettes, tea, real
English beer and a minstrel concefithen, wth a bit of humorous itent, members of his battalion sent

31, b Gt A2y0Qa aAyauNBt {20ASh8

(Source: Glenbow Musum)
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G§KS DSNXIya | bS¢ SINRa IAFGY a2YSK2¢ (GKSe& NBfSIH
GNByOKSaz ONRP&aa b2 al yQa [watgr-RggeditrghBhesh $obraftal, k& DS NI
battalion began more serious preparations for a major spafignsive to take Vimy Ridge. (Singer and

Peebles: 17482) But two weeks before the opening attack, Edmund was transferred back to England

to begin training for a commission in the British army.

As a first step toward Officer Cadet School Edmund wateg on 20 March 1917 to the Alberta
Regiment Depot in Bramshot{CanadiarNational Personnel Record Centréjowever, before he could
begin his training, perhaps because he had fallen ill or had a lingering malady related to his Field
Ambulance visitit the battle of Courcelette, he was posted to the Canadian Casualty Assembly Center
on 21 April 1917 and thean 31 May 19170 the British Hospital. After two months of leaving France,
whateverhishealth problemanay havebeen on 6 June 1917, Edmunehs finallyd a K 2 Y

command with the 17" Officer Cadet Battaliorkinmel Park Camp, in Rhyl, Wales to beifficer

training.

Earlier in the year it had become a requirement that soldiers, such as Edmund, wheae&ig a

G ¢ S Y LIZEddmN$oac a commission that woulthst only as long abeir war service; undergo at
least eighten weeks of training and pass a fieahminationat one of thetwenty-eight Officer Cadet
Schodéthat had been organized across Britédnreplenish oficers at the front At least73,000soldiers
obtained infantry commissioria the British armyafter undergoinghesetrainings.(Long, Long Trail)

There is little information readily available about the nature of the traiftdgnundreceivedat Kinmel

Park Campother than it focused on developing leadership skills, initiative, anecselfidenceand that

he was given specializedurses on tactics and technologies, such as the deployment of machine guns
and poison gagBaker)The goals andature of suctirainingwere described in official manuals:

The quality ultimately aimed at was leadership to be built up on a solid foundation of drill
and discipline, with a superstructure of knowledge and practice in commaudyéh full
emphasis a the mord qualities needed in those who have to lead men in the field. The
maxim of Napoleon (the truth of which has been so irrefutably established during the war),
that the moral is to the material as three to one, lies at the basis of Company traising
much as the major operations of wgKenyon 49

Fuure officers were taught leadership skills by having them alternate in commanding one another as if
enlisted men. To be drilled in the ranks was seen as essential to learning how to drill golthdisci
others. This principleof learning leadershipy beingled as well as leadingyas applied in the teaching
and learning obasicmilitary skillsncludingmusketry, field entrenchment, map readirfgeld work
(attack and defense, advance and rearmgisawood fighting, reconnaissance, outpgstsght
operations bombing, gas, Lewis gun operatjamdbayonet fightirg. In the end, thenew officers would
leadin akeyintermediaryrole in the regimental hierarchyigh enough to be in a position of authority
with some independence yet low enough to be free of regimental organization and papergaork
positionin which towork personallywith individualsoldierswho would pass through their platms and
companies Asofficersthey weretrained tobecome exampleso that they couldiemand exemplary
behavior from those under their commandKenyon: 57)

Despite the mgor of this training, life at Kinel Park Camp wa easy compared tthat inthe trenches
andincluded various forms of recreation. The YMCAdff#red a huge concert hall and cinene,
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refreshment buffeta bookstall, billiards, a WAAC room for female soldiers and nurses, and various
reading and game rooms. Sporting events aooerts were organizeftequently. (Griffiths: 2893)

Postcard of Kinmel Camp
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(Source: Rhyl History Club)

On completing his course of training, 88 September 917 and after two years and 344 days of service
in the 3F' Alberta BattalionEdmund was dischargdxy the No. 2Canadian Discharge Depot in London
to a commssion in the Royal Irish Rifledisdischarge papers indicatbat at the timehe was in robust
physical shape his expanded chest size had increased by three inches since his enlisimemehad
gained ten pounds Hismilitary charactewasdeclaredto beda + 9 w, .éQCaradian Néonal

Personnel Record Centr&jearly a century later, historianof the mobilization and replenishment of

the Canadian ExpeditionaRorce Richard Hollamentedthea f 2 3a 2 F LR OGSy G A ldf
DeWind who transferred from the Canadian to the British armig#olt: 44)

In the Reserveof the Royal Irish Rifles

Even though Edmund had been nominated to join th& @gReserve) Battalion Royal Irish Rifles, when he
received his commission as ¥ Rieutenant on 29 September 1917 he was first postetheol 72"

(Reserve) BattalioRoyal Irish Riflesvhich wasbasedin Dundalka sea port orthe east coast of Irelah
fifty-six miles from Combéf. TheLondon Gazettannounced his commission on 19 October 1917 but it
would be three months before he would return to the front. Hxstenedical exam from the Canadian

10|n 1917 the Royal Irish Rifles included four reserve battalions (the18", 19" and 2¢") in Northern Ireland as
part of the 13" (Ulster) Reserve Brigade. They supported service battalions at the front by drafting and training
recruits, holding soldiers and officers until they were required as reinforcements, and facilitating postings to the
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(Source: PRONI, curtesy of Keith Haines)

army certifying that he was fit for service as an officer was notgleted until 10 December 1917.
(Canadian N&bnal Personnel Records Centrénally, after a brief posting to North BelfaSdmund
wasre-postedto the 18" (ServiceBattalionRoyal Irish Riflesn Doullons, France. He wosldonbe
back atthe Western Front

At some poinR dzNJA y 3 @dRsitideyiéhXide Canadian to the Britisirmiesg perhapswhenhe
was home on leave avhile he was stationed in Dundalkhe andMollie agreed tanarry. The first
evidenceof their betrothal is in E¥ dzyy RQ & ¢ A inddified 6rnk2a KokemBeS191d refer to
az2zf tAS | & & YodeavEhkeraytd®iS $éared sisters, Edith and Alicequal portions of his
estate

Soon afteward, Edmundsent cheerful KNA &G Yl a FyR bSg |, SI NR#n-la®l NRa G2
andto his nephews in Chicago, one with a picture of a British pudtfcgrated with flags of the allied
forcesand the other with gpanoramic viewof Le Havrén France.

front. (Bowman 2003: 192; Hughes: @2S i O £ S & owSH dgt @ 2N0 dzlyAR2 y{ S2NFER NP S.al B FI
2 NE a! yAG 1 A3202NBXED
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Postcards from Edmund to DeWind FamityChicago, December 1917
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(Source: DeWind Archives)

It may have been during these days of waiting that Edmund reconnected with his childhood friend,
Willie Andrews, who later described himself as having tdd Y dzydRiizigalLd | & Y Willi& o ¢
wrote ¥ SNJ 9 RY tmf &QaungRSite érfid Edmund,

Xwere together a great deal, until HEdmundjwent into business (bankd). | also met

him twice when he came over frona@ada with the Canadiarorce Strange to say he told
me that he was applying for a commission as if he got it he would hag#ex bhance of
obtaining a VCAIso when hgwas]commissioned | was able to obtain for him through the
Army Ordnane Corp- in which | was servingsome of the equipment which he required
(William Andrewy

Willie Andrews in Btryway to Ardara
I & &,

(Source: Dewind Family Archives)
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After completing his officer training program and obtaining a commission, however, Edmund may have
wanted to rejoin his comrades in the Canadian army. According to his siblings, Norman and Florence,
Edmund had applied arttken approved to transfer back into the*8Battalion but the necessary

papers hadstill not yet been processed before Edmuwdsstationed along with the rest of the 15

Royal Irish Rifles to the town Gfrugies, close to St. Quentin, just before the beginning of the German
Spring Offensive. (Norman DeWind 19%Be JournalFoster and Duthie: 119ethbridge Herald956)

TheGerman Spring Offensiv@1 March 1918

During the three months following EdiyftR Qa NB LJ2 a with yha 15T(RerviCeNRoyaligsh

Rifles major shifts among the allied and central powers foretold that the Germans would mount a major
spring offensiveThe RussiaGerman armistice in early December 1918 freed up many German
divisions and between that time and March 1918 the number of German divisions in Flanders and
France increased from 146 to 192. (Falls: 186) It was expected that the Germans would attack before
June, after which the buitdp of American trops was expected to neutralize the German troop
advantage. Indeeby the end of 191the Germans had already decided to laurecMarchattackwith

the goals of breaking through the Western Front, cordoning off and defeating the British troops to the
north, bypassing the French to the south, and potentially opening up a path to Paris and victory. For this
offensive the Germans assembled their largest concentration of troops and munitions of the war.
(Hughes: 164.67)

Meanwhile, theBritish Army, which haduffered heavy losses at the battles of Passchendaele and

Cambrai at the end of 1917, expected that, despite the beginning of conscription in 1916, they would

not be sent sufficient new recruits to bring their battalions back to full strength by thegpfo the

army undertook a somewhat drastic reorganization, which reduced the number of battalions in each
brigadefrom four to three and redistributed the freedp troops to the remaining battalions in order to

bring each up to full strength. As a rééisthe 18" (Service) Royal Irish Rifles was one of only three

battalions comprising the 187rigade, which was in turn one of only three brigades comprising tfe 36

(Ulster) Division(Edmonds: 27, 14351;F 2 NJ 9 RY dzy RQa LJ I Osbe Appendix KS 2 NRSNJ

Although in early 1918 it was still not yet clear where the Germans might focus their attack, the Allies
anticipated thattheir weakestdefensesvould be targetecand they were stretched thin near St.

Quentin To prepare for thenslaughtthe French sought to build up reservas as to be ready to

provide reinforcenents wherevemneeded To do spthey asked the Britisarmyto cover a wider parof

the front near St. Quentin As a result, the British™5Army,includingthe Il Corps with th&6" (Ulster)
Division, tookover approximately 30 milesf additionaltrenchesfrom just north ofthe Canal du Nord

to just south ofthe Oise Rivewhere therelocatedFrench & ArmyQ t&rritory would begin (Seepg. 55

for MAPof St. Quentin Positions dfie British 3! NJY & Qaips anithe 36" (Ulster) Division.)

PYGAOALI GAYy3 GKS . NAGAAK | N)Y& QaomRanding Sededl of the 02 2 NR A
German Infantry, Eric F.W. Ludendorff, decided to concentrate the German attack against the

diminished % Army, on the front where the British had just take ofilam the French. As explained by

another German general,

The ofensive is principally intended to strike the British. They now stand opposite us on
the whole front of the Group of Armies which is to make the offensive. It need not be
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anticipated that the French will run themselves off their legs and hurry at once to help

their Entente comrades. They will first wait and see if their own front is not attacked

also, and decide to support their Abyply when the situation has been quite cleared up.

That will not be immediately, as demonstrations to deceive the French will be made by
0KS DSNXIY [/ NRgYy t NMFRGQaE DNRdIzLIP O09RY2YyRA

¢CKS DSNXIYyAaQ LINBRAOGAZ2Y LINAYB&FreOchvhildaduinber of dafsi S NI & K
before sendingeinforcements to helghe British. (Edmonds: 26264) The British"™5Army hadonly 14

divisions to defend against 22 German divisions. While German history indicated a 2.5:1 ratio was

sufficient toguarantee them victory over equally trained and valorous soldiers, by one estimate the

ratio of German to British troops in this sector was 5:1. Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig had earlier

planned on keeping British troops on the offensive during 1918tH®mse changing circumstances led

him instead to adopt a defensive posture, which he intended to hold until theJopildf American

forces would enable otherwise. (Edmonds: viii, 1143

The British devisedew defensive tactic TFresi§tancein-depthZ which were not only untested but,

ironically, had beeadoptedfrom the Germans! Theseplans were baed on establishing three zones:
C2NBINRX . FGdGtST yR wSI N ¢tKS C2NBI NR %2yS gl
the 5" Army, the Forward Zone was composed of three discontinuous front lines: the first lna wa

series of isolated outpostshe secondvascomposed of segmented trencheand the third a series of

fortified redoubts. Unlike the continuous defensive treashfilled with troopsand arms, which the

British Arny hademployed earliein the war tohalt an enemy advance, the purpostthe new

Forward Zonavas to check, disorganize, and begin to disintegcabeit not stop¢ major waves of

attack which, after keaking through the Forward Zone, could then be more easily stopped at the Battle
Zone. The separated posiad redoubtswithin the Forward Zone were located so that machine guns

and other arms could sweep the ground in between them and, thus, take g lhelhon enemy troops
breaking through. After putting up a struggle, if Forward Zpositions were overwhelmed, the troops

were expectedo withdraw to the Battle Zone, two or three miles back. At the time, at least one

company commander of the Firthrldy complained to his superiors aboditi KS a Ol ydeé gl & GKS
gl & KSf Ré | yiRsEems tfiatrdidpsiniie Bond@r® fioke werkeingconsidered

GSELISYRLIO6f Sdé -80,dagheR RGABP N2 21 Y T b

Q)¢

The Battle Zone, whidhcludedthree lines of firing trenches intesonnected by communication and
switch trenches, was expected to offer stiffer resistanoé only with rifles and machine guns but also
trench mortars and twehirds of eaclrR A @ A a thletyy” Sndong-otiér tasks, the artillery was to lay
down a barrage just ahead of the front line trenches at the first signs of enemy aittacthen in front
of a line of fortifiedredoubts Reserve troops wette support the front lines with counter gcks

Should both the Forward ari8attle Zones give wathe troops and artillery weré¢o retire to the Rear
Zone some four to eightniles behind the Battle Zone, amdbunt a final resistance (Edmonds: 41,
123125; Falls: 187188;a S OF f FS 3 )Adthbuglethidrsysted Hissistancein-depth wasin
principlejudgedto the most effective means of breaking apd containinga major atta&, in practice,
giventhe relativelyslender British forces anghanticipated foulweatherthat would reduce vision

U¢KAa RSFSyasS aeadaSvyz olaSR 2y (KS DSNXIYy |N¥eéeQa GKNBS
manual, Allegemeinesiber Stellenbapissued by the Genan Chief of General Staff of the Field Armies in August

1917. Soon after, copies were captured by the British and adapted to British use prior to the Spring Offensive. The
French army adopted similar tactics. (Edmonds421fn. 4; 43, fn. 1)

56



betweenthe disconnected defensive posi§the Forward Zongt was toprovewhat the historianof
the 36th (Ulster) DivisiorCaptainCyril Fallswould later judgeto be, atbest & & Kl R2a#8 RSFSy O
(Falls: 188)

The36th (Ulster) DivisioRa (G KNBE S A y T | afdighe®l to boMilkady tiRe® &nilesf hblfRnt

betweenSt. Quentin Canaind Sphinx Woodyith the 109" Brigade on the left, the 108Brigade on the

right, andthe 107" Brigade in the enter. (SeeMAP Racecourse Redoubt pg. 68accord with the 8

I NJY e Oapth defénsive plan, each brigade placed one ahitee battalions in the Forward Zone, one

in the Battle Zone, and one in reserethe rear of the Battle ZoneWhen 107 Brigade movednto

LRAAGAZ2Y 2y HH CRoeydlizhRileBatt@lidhtoakghrgesof the Forward Zone.

¢g2 2F GKS olFGdFrftA2yQa F2dzNJ O2YLI yASa 6SNBE NBaLRy
positions. The thir¢ompanywas poisedo makecounterattacks. The fourth, D Company, in which

Edmund led a platoon, was tefend the fortifiedRacecours®edoubt, which straddled the St. Quenti

railway close to the villagef Grugies and waslsoti KS o GG Ff A2y Qa KSI RIjHz NI SNA «
I N¥e Q& C2NBIFNR %2yS IASYSNIf 2NRSNHNBEZAOXKSf R2¥HIlyaz2R
in case of a general attack in order to give time for the Battle Zofie manned. It will on no account

NEGANB dzyGAf 2NRSNABE | NB NBNFSHIGER 2FINRIY5 AKIANIK SINdz2 id&i K
Tl YA &Xbdok 8LATR thé réad of 18 Royal Irish Rifles was th& Royal fish Rifles manning

the Battle Zone, with® Royal Irish Rifldsehindin reserve.Most artillery was placed to south of the

Quarry and Station redoubts in the Battle ZoaeCl t £ &Y Mdbdn T a $8cOMAPPSEB. Gaé Cl Y

Less than a mile to the right of thiRacecoursss SR2 dzo 1t ¢ & (1 KS had®ythe 168Q! NO wSR
Brigade. The Boadicea Redoubt of the1B8igade was a similar distance to the left. Althougbhea

brigade had its headquarters in its respective redoubt and each was visible to the other, they were not

in direct communication and were not close enough to provide mutual support. Rather, communication

lines ran from the Forward Zone back to the R2ane ando the headquarters of the 36Division,

which intended to coordinate defensive actions between its three brigades and provide reinforcements.

Running eastvest in the 1,500 yards that separated t8e2 N | NXRfroritlhe/pddsand trenche

fromits line of redoubts was an open valley that ran from Grugies toward Urvillers. As it would turn out,

with visibility and communications cut off by weather and bombardment, when the Germans began

their offensive they would be able to infiltrate thvalleyunchallengedattack thel07". NA 3+ RS Qa T NZ
linesfrom behind andsurround theRacecourse Redoubt.

In the days leading up to the German attack there warenerousindications of its immanence. In
response, from 1®Marchforward, the British began daily bombardments of German positions of likely
assembly.Nonethelessthe noise of enemy traffic fromroundSt. Quentin increased considerably after
17March The dllowing evening, two German soldiers defected to the British side saying that they
wanted to avoid being caught the battle that the German army would soon commendégerman
troopsl Y R | NI A f StSQu@ntincALBtitiENreétdRE 2March capturedtwo German soldiers who
said the attack would be launched the next day. (Falls: 192)

That evening fog began to accumulate. At40 am. the next morning, whentte Germans initiated

their offensive with a terrific artillery bombardment, the fog hdddkened all along the Forward Zone
andreduced visibilityto ten yards. The Germans concentrated their trench mortars on the front lines
and accurately aimed heavy explosives and phosgene gas on the line of redoubts, the Battle Zone, and
the artilleryini KS  wS I NJ %2 y S dnfantr§ dt&kbegBnat 9X40la.yh Qébmmunication lines
between the front and rear battalions had been disrupted and runners were slowed by the fog. Without
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visibility and telephone communications, it was nearly impossiiéhfe headquarters to issue artillery

barrage orders tsupport the forward redoubts.
The Racecourse Redoul®2,l March 1918
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(Source: Royal Irish)
Hidden in the fog, the German troops, wladtacked from the east andest,took the front lines troops

andD Company in the Racecourse Redoubt by surprsedescribed in 36(Ulster) Divisior Kistory,

Hopeless indeed was the position of the men in this front system, outnumbered three or
four times, taken irthe rear by parties which came upon them without warning. The case
of the machinegunners, from whom, in the defence of the valley, much had bexgred,

was equally desperate. The Germans swept up on them, as it were, out of nothingness.
Few can have had an opportunity to fire a shot ere they were rusfigalls: 195)

Germars troopsapparentlyhad broken through the front linesto the right of Shinx Wood and Le
Pontchu ancentered into the GugiesUrvillers \alley. On pulling back frortheir forward poss, which

had beendestroyed by thenitial German bombardment, the 10&Brigade® 12" Battalion discovered

German soldiersvere alreadybehind themin their trenches.That the Germans had penetratéarther

southto attack the108". NA 3| RS Q& FGdtS w%2yS o Stkelfog FtedtoLILI NSy G |
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reveal a300 yardlong German tranport column marching down the St. Quentia Fere Road

following troops that hadlreadycaptured Manufacture Farm and/ould soontake the town of Essigny

le Grand (Falls: 196)3milarly, to the left, just outside thel09" Brigade gortion of the Forward Zone,

German troopsy-passed the front lines of the 3Mivision angafter takingDallon crossedhrough

the 109" . NJ 3 BaRI& Zbde to attackontescourtwhich wasn the 107". NA 3 RSaQand I G Gt S ¥
behind theRacecours®edoubt (Falls: 198)

By4:00 pm the Germans hagushedacrosshe rear of the Forwar@ones of the109", 107", and 108
Brigadesand surrounded theithree forward redoubts The first wave of Germanfantry had pushed
past the redoubts leavintipe next waveto attackthe redoubtswith minenwerfergtrench mortars) and
flammenwerfergflamethrowers). On the right, &er beating backnultiple attacksi KS WSy RQ! NDO
Redoubtfell to the Germans at about noorn the RaceourseRedoubt, the 5" BattaliorQ a
commander LieutenantColonel Gude George Coleamilton,hopedthat D Company couldold on
until dark and then break through the Germans to rejoin the British

Lt. Col.ColeHamilton army inthe Rear Zone. But during the afternoon the Germans took
away trench aftetrench wtil the D Company was left defendingly a
smallremainingportion of the redoubt between the Contescourt Trench
and the railvay cutting. A 4:00 pm the Germans brought up two
additionalminenwerferswhichsmashed the remaining trenches and
shelled the railway cuttingLt. Col. ColeHamilton consultedhis senior
officersandthey all agreed that it would not be possible to hold out
longer. Theysurrenderedat about 545p.m.

After the Boadicea Redoubt feat about the same timghe Germans

released two capturedritish carrier pigeons with messagasnouncing

they had takerall threeredoubts; the messages were received by the

36" (Ulster) Division HeadquarterSummarizing the situationhe

historianCyril Fallsvrote, & X 1 KS G KNBS wSR2dzoGa 27F GF
hopelessly beleaguered, completely surrounded by the enemy, had

fought abattle that may be described as efisPl NI} NB SEl YLX S 2
(Source: Imperial War Mieum) that WO DR KEzNI 35S Q dzyadzLlJL2 NI SR o0& GKS I NR
advance othe hope of ultimate victory, which has been so often

~

displayed by soldiers of British race in all periods of the history of Britishdagms 62CQ1) f f a

Althoughonthe first day of their offensive th&ermanswere able to pushBritish troops back along

nearly 50 miles of the Western Fron¢tween the Sensee Canal in the north and Crozat Canal in the

south, their greatest gains weraroundSt. Quentin (SeeMAPpg. 55 An analysi®f the battle

prepared by Britislofficerstwo months laterconcluded that¢ C2 3 ¢l & GKS YI Ay OF dza S
beat off the attack, but intercommunication between strongpoints was generally described as faulty,

and it was not pesible to cover the ground between strong points with fire, except when visibility was

goodé O9RYZ2YRAY Hp U {dzo &SljdzSyd DSNXYI Y havin@2 dzy G a LJ2
addedsix new divisions to his f8\rmyhad increased itaumerical supdority; i KI & KA a Ay Tl y i NE
AYTAEUNT GA2Y G OG A Oanaturs diBhe Britsh deférigg/ (1f R aHablieBrRi Ki28& K
GFF P2dNBR 08 (KS WEAOGANRSE2FRAT GEKSOY2NYAY S

Over the following two weeks, th@erman forcegsontinuedto push theBritishback But after still not

being able to break through the British lines, the German troops had suffered extensive losses, were
exhausted, and had over extended the capacity of their supply IMéth this result perhapsthe
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porous and irdepth battletacticshad in the end beeproveneffective. After Frenchreinforcemens
arrived, the British were fiily able to halt the Germaradvanceduringthe first week of April.By then
the Germansad captured some 240 square nsilef territory and reached the Marne Riyenly 40
miles fromParis. Butrbm that point on,the tide of battlebegan to turnand continuedagainst the
Germanauntil the war ended with an armistioen 11November 1918.

9 R Y dzy R QBoub@slCinfolences, and Confirmations

The1®w2 & £ L War didy fov 2 Maréhd @kcountsii K S LINIva2tIblivitRIn@ dleak

sentenced ¢ KS . Fddy® AdaStT ¢l a 32 W&analAkHves3kg 25" ¢ 2 dzy RSRZ
BattalionRoyal Irish Riflgswhat had happened to Edmurdtliring thebattle at theRacecourse

Redoubt was noimmediately known to anyone in the British army other than those who had been

captured by tle Germans. Mnths of inquirywould pass befor¢ghe certainty and nature ohis death

could be confirmed for his familyRespondingtoep ! LINAf wmdodmy € SGGEGSNI 2F Ay dzA |
the British War Officavrote to herthatithady 2 & NB OSA SR Fye Ol adz f §& NBLRI
is presuned and hoped that he is quite vief War Officé 14 April 1916Butfive days later the War

hFFAOS aSyid KAa Y2GKSNI I GStSaANFY adldApr3a t£Saa 2L
DeWind Irish Rifles reported missing twefitgt March no details Secy War Offic@/Nar Office 19 April

1916)

TheoF R ySga OGKIFG 9RYdzyR fraveled guktidy adEredodldlénceghat, a YA A & A Y :
while welkintentioned, musthave beerdifficult for the family to bear.Perhaps because he was

considering traveling to Ireland to be with his family, Norragparentlyrelayedthe uncertainty of his

0 N2 (i K StNERistravEl lageriH.M. MacCallumwho sent back a note hopirgjther that dyour

ONRPGKSNI A& fA@S S@PSy (K2dza3K Ay GKS KlFIyRa 2F (KS
MacCallunpassa on thenewsto b 2 NJY | Y Qwéhoseé flepfeksentate, Abraham Newtonpresumed
theworstandsentt £ SGGSNI F FFANYAY I GKS GLINARS @2dz dzy R2 dzo (
glorious a causé MacCallurralsoinformedb 2 NJY [firg iQs@irance underwriterA.L. McCraexho

sent a letter that both misspelledb 2 NJY | yhénde arciidredboldlythatwithOlF 8 S&a 2 F G FA IK
F2N WYAY T KB /oesxipipghibds@Esympathyecomemere platitudeX ¢Wihere a chap

YITS&a WiKS adzZZINBYS al ONRFTFAOSQ Ay (GKAA& 61 NI F2NI[AOD
congratulations Similarlyassuming the worsta representative ob 2 NJY Iclyb@ &hicagoeassured

him presumptuoushythat, d € F § SNJ @2 dzNJ LI Ay Attt TIADESNBERSKHRE LINKA R
&l ONX Tha de&iXe theréal victors; for they have triumphed aoly over the enemy, but ovell

the wealness of humanitg Investment bankefWatkin W. Kneathd NR S a¢KS&S I NS RI &:
must all be soldiers and face what we are called upon to face with faith and fortitude. | am sure that

you, while morningfte loss of your brother, must have a sense of pride when you remember he gave his
fAFS FT2NJ GKS 3INBIFG OFrdzAS Ay gKAOK (GKS !'fftASa | NB
2LIAYAAGAOIEEEeY GKS DSYSNIft alyl ¥&NR2F RRYHzyRQaSSE
reportedmissing. Wetrusi K 4 &2dz YAIKG 06S | 0 fLEtterd & Cahdolérice) y T dzNIi K

By midMay, llowing an exchange of telegrams and lettekgthur Willert at the British War Mission in

Washington D@ould confirmto Normanonly that Edmund was still missingpat he hadno further

news from the War Offigeand thathewould doS @S NE (G KA y 3 LJ2 & & Atvoth&. (Biitdh G NI OS
War Mission18 May 1918)
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Then, inWdzy' S 9 R Y dzfiitedée receivedl & IBtddentfrom France byCaptain L.S. Duncaf the
15" Royal Irish Riflesffering only a stjht bit moreinformation butmuchmore hope:

A letter written by you to your brother, 2Lt. E. de Wind, has just reached this battn today. |
haveopened it and am replying at once.

| am very sorry to say that | can give you very little information about yamitheér, as | was
not in his battn. wherhe attackstarted on 23 March. A large number of the battn. were
taken prismers, andalthough | have not seems name amongst those which were
published, there is a possibility that he may have been captured too. | trust that is so and
that he is alright.

It may be a little consolation to you to know that the late Commanding Offictreobattn.
(who was captured on March ZlLspoke in high terms of the work done by your brother
during the fighting the $day of the attack. The C.O. also said he was not sure of his fate.

Perhaps you have already heard all | am telling you from safrttee officers who knew
your brother and who were there at the time.

| sincerely hope you will get good news from him in a very short time.
(Duncan 1918)

Indeed, he family soon heardrom otherofficersand, althoughthe news wastill not good the

information was increasingly concrete atié account2 ¥ 9 R Y dzy’ RaDdator. OniAdgRsy, the

Enquiry Department for Wounded, Missing and Prisoners of War of the British Red Gytessowr

9 R Y dzy R Q aenigfraticdyBskihg ishe had received any news of her son as they were in

possession afomeinformationii KS& 02 dzf RS y2 1T xS0 fy &edhext dpyiifat, 6 N2 1S
while shehad no official news from the Warffize, she had heard from two officers of the'1Battalion

who at the time of their writing were both prisoners in the Gern@ifizierGefangennberLager,n

Freiberg, Baden. She s&d Lieutenant D. McGilton wrote that,

he was taken prisoner on 2March, but was not near my son and didt see him, but

GKFG nW 2Nl o RIFréa fFGiSNIKS OFYS 2y he YIYy 2F Y@
was being broulgt out a prisoner under escorfie sawmy son lying in a trench,

wounded in both legs, but as far e could see not badly wounded.

Also, Captain J.E.S.Condor2 YY I YRSNJ 2 F 9 R Yhda/wRitea heSonl0 Auyusilly1e

| fear the information have at my disposal is not very cheering. The last | heard of De

Wind who was some distance from me in the fight when it finished was that he had been

woundedc afterward | made several enquiries but could get no satisfactory news about

him. Ifthey hag nothead ¥ N2Y KAY 2NJ [ 62dzi KAY @HeyWa3S> L FSI I
a splendid fellovand distinguished himself more than once in the earlier stages of the

fight. His courage was the admiration of our C.O. himself, alesded courageous man

gK2aS KSIFNIe a2S8Stft 52ySé¢ gl & gbodforwriz@ Kerv® | £ dzSR 0 &
under him as were the rast prized decorations and as he was engaged in fightingixiis

War, youwill realize that to wirthe praise of such a manas to havelone something very

great. Poor De Wind [had] done all that and more. | had hoped to hear from sdinee o
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source that he was still in the land of the living and | am [illegible] to find that such is not
the case. Men of his type are scarce. | have only met two like him in my 21 months of War,
Henderson & anotherCondon 1918)

When the family received copy ofanaccount of thefighting atthe Racecours®edoubtwritten by the
orGdrtAz2yQa O2YYl y Ranitan,ienst Eektain® MEhoughihe@repo iadlatéd2 £ S

31 March1918§ it waslikely not postedfrom the prisoner of war camp in Kanle, Germanyr

distributed until considerably later While ColeHamiltonwrote thatheg | & dzy OSNIi | Xae, 2 F 9RY
he describedhe actions of Edmund artsvo Non-Commissioned Officexsith whom he fought, as

having beenworthy of the Victoria @ss:

ACCOUNT OF BATTLE ON 21st MARCH 1918 WRITTEN BY LT. COtHAMGETODLE
C.M.G., D.S.5AND SENT FROM KARLSRUHE, GERMANY

The bombardment began about 4.15 a.m. There was a dense fog which prevented our
seeing more than at most 10 yards. This did not begin to clear off till 11.30 a.m. We, that is
Headquarters and 1 companymanned our posts in redoubt and were heavily shallat
about 9.30 a.m. all communications, both forward and to rear, had gone bust, so we knew
nothing that was happening. At 10.15 a.m. our outposts were driven in; at 10.30 a.m.
fighting became heavy all round gshortly after this, the left of redoubtvas overrun.

This left us with only the positioof redoubt from Contescourt T!°to Railway Cutting
inclusive. The 2 platoons on left had all been killed or captured also. From that or about
10.40 a.m. we had very close fightingdamere engaged by &hmenwerfet® (4 attacks)
knodked out finally by the Adjutahtwith Rifle Grenades, machine guns fagand light,

and minnenwerfer¥ [sic] while the enemy infantry made several attacks over open and
along trenches with bombs.

2Lt. Co. ColeHamilton wrote two accounts of the Racecourse Redoubt battle: The first, dated 31 March 1918,

was that he sent from prisoner of war camp. At least three copies exist: One is in the Royal Ulster Rifles Museum,

a picture of which can be found in e £t ¥5 Yy ®PRP daé& CIFYAf&@XDE I aS02yR Aa
(Documents 9246) | have learned from Michael Nugent that a third is in the Public Records Office of Northern

Ireland (D961/8). These accounts assentially the same, though the openirgngence and sequence of closing

sentencef the first twodiffer. The DeWind family archive hasepyK I Y RG NRA G G Sy LINPOl of & o6& 9|
Catherine, who sent it to Norman with a note attached saying the report had been distributsattadion

membaeas. The versiousedhere is from the Royal Ulster Rifles Museum, with explanatory riotes Metcalfe.

Oy PR®Z & ak CoF CowfamikoX érdte thesecond account one year latetated31 March 1919for a

Military Board of Enquirgs surrendes by all officers were subject to review undée Manual of Military Law of

1907. Thisaccount gives a similar description of the battle but omits mention of Edmund and other individuals
whose actions are described in the earlier accounts. But he didxvritér a | y& | OGa 2F 3ANBLF G
LISNF2NXYSRS FYyR 2y Y& NBldz2Ny (2 9y3IflyRS L &adoYAGdS
D.S.0., who commandedthe 107 RS I (i (G KSYy [ dzvB®¢ d b &8 OK HamigrR2 (UK £ I Y S £
National Archives (W@39/8682, curtesy of Michael Nugégnt

BLt. Col. Claud George Celamilton CMG, DSO, Commanding Officer 15th Royal Irish Rifles. Captured.
YekAra 613 W5Q /2YLIYyeo

Y/ qr Cénn@nication Trench

BYcCt I YYSyY g S NdfoS)IR a sh@tfahg¥ @5 yards), maportable flamethrower.

17 Captain John Hazelton Stewart MC. Captured.

BWa Ay Sy ¢ S N#réweIdc ashorkrgh§e trench mortar.

I f £ I
R Ol
g2
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2" Lieutenant [de Wind}, Corporal Getwood [sic] and L/Corpl Walkérdid splendd

work clearing Contescourt T.time after time. Twice they got out on top and walked along
it, clearing enemy out of it with rifle and rifle grenades. They all three won the V.C. several
times. Ifear de Wind was killed during one of the bombing stunts. L/Cpl. Walker was
woundedc | am not absolutely sure about de Wind. At 1.30 p.m. aladudrdered the

Adjutant to send the pigeons off with message, giving what information we could. | did not
seethe message sent as | had to go to another post which was threatened at the time, but
message was sent off and | saw the pigeons flying off. Before kilgnk about 12.30 p.m.
one of our planes came over us and we showed him our position by burareg,fetc. He
cameovedzda UG 6 A OS | yR 3%[BoadickafRedGubtisinglingvichdm with Very
Lights, so knew they were holding out all right.

On our right we saw the enemyliny R | 6 2 dzi WS I y?yl inksafoutNB00w S R 2 dzo
noon, and conclded it had fallen. This proved atto be correct as | met H#lllater and

he told me he had been oveun earlierc | think about 10.45 a.m. or 11.00 a.m. | had

hoped to have held out until dark and then had a try at getting through to the rear, leut th
number of enemy we saw in our rear as far as we could see (the fog had lifted at 12.00
noon partially, and finally at 1.00 p.m.) made this operation very doubtful indeed. The
attacks continued without cessation, and about 4.00 p.sert Captain Stewaftdown for

a little food and rest; he had been continually engaged since first attack planting Rifle
Grenades wherever they were wanted and | attribute such success as we attained greatly
to his skill with Rifle Grenades and to his magnificent exampteafcourage. About 4.00

p.m. the enemy brought up 2 more Minenwerfer and gradually smashed in our remaining
trenches and shelled the railway cutting heavily. At 5.15 p.m. | fidgecould not hold on
much longerg had conference with my senior officegghey were of opinion, and | agreed
that it was not possible to hold out longer, nor to break out, so at 5.35 p.m. we gave in. It
was a bitter moment, but | do not think we could have done more. The officer in command
of the Battalion who captured us tolde he had taken over command as his C.O. had been
killed ¢ that Battin. had been attacking us all day and a 2nd had been sent up to help them,
and had been engaged for some timeo | think we did what we could to help the cause. |
had only had about 3then left unwounded, only 60 all told were able to walk away; this
included various oddments T.Mand M.G" crews.

The Medium T.M. Officer (I regret | have lost his name) did splendid work, and worked his
piece most gallantly to therel. Captain Conddf(O.C. Coy.) won a D.S.O. if ever a man did
¢ cool and cheerful all the time, going about encouraging his men and setting the finest

possible example of the greatest gallantry. Captain Stewart besides his work as Adjutant,

¥ His surname is missing from the original typed report.

20 Actually, his name was Sergeant Samuel Getgood, 15/1044. Captured.

2! Lance Corporal Chas Hubert Walker MM, Actually5/1217Q Captured.

22 |_ieutenant Colonel Arthur Kenlis Maxwell, 11th Baron Famm, North Irish Horse. Lord Farnham was

commanding 2nd Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 109th Brigade at Boadicea Redoubt. Captured.

BWSFYYyS RS I NO wSR2dzod ¢l a .FaGarftA2y |1 SIFIRIljdzZ NGISNE ¢AGK
24 Major Augustusdenry Hall MC, 12th Royal Irish Rifles. Captured.

25The Adjutant, Captain John Hazelton Stewart MC. Captured.

26Y ¢ dg Taedc Mortar.

27y a ¢ cMachifie Gun.

B LIGEFAY WFEYSE 9RYdzyR { YAUGK [/ 2YyR2Yy al/ X hFFAOSNI/ 2YYIl YR
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was ahostin himself and nothig could have been finer and more inspiring to the men than
his skill with the Rifle Grenades and hisatyeexample. A/R.S.M. Latim&who was | fear
badly wounded, also did great work keeping all portions of defence well supplied with
ammunition, water food, etc., also cheering and setting a great example of cool daring
The Chaplain, Captain Mofisind Medtal Officer, Captain Glanviltdoth did splendid

work attending the wounded and dyirggoften under the greatest possible danger when it
was impossible to get them into the dugout. The other Officers who splendidly stand out |
have already mentioned. But every ma®fficer, N.C.O. & en ¢ under my command did
their damnedest, and | am proud to have had the honour to have commanded such men.
So much for our own showit was a very pretty fight indeed; | met some of my front line
company officers and men, and they all agree that thenEkine was not attacked from the
front at all, but from rear. At 9.15 a.m. one N.C.O. sent back from a front line company to
Advanced Headquarters found on arrival a German Officer sitting at phapparently the
enemy came in on flank or flanks (notrsuf one or both). The whole show was a very fine
LISNF2NXYIFyOS 2y (GKS SySyeQa LI NI Ia G2 1SSLI RAN
great achievement. | have the names of all Officers, N.C.O.s and men whom | could find or
hear of definitely as beingrigoners, and if allowed will send them to you for forwarding.
We were well treated and highly complimented on our defense by the offighostook us
You must be careful what you say in letters to me, and tell the others the gaihagything

is said tlat should not be | understand that | do not get the letters at all. Dated 31st March
1918¢ KARLSRUHE

Whatever uncertainty Col. Gal | YAt 12y Qa | O02dzyd YAIKIG KIFI @GS tSTFd |
by a postcardRifleman Albert Wrightent(i 2 9 R Y dzy’ R Q & thep@sanic&npJOffizieR Y
GefangennberLager Russéager, in Rastatt, Badeddted 10 July 191But postmarked 13 August

1918. He wrote*

Dear Madam|n reply to your P.C. [post card] received to hand 6/7/18, in reference to Mr.
De Wind, | sincerely regret to have to inform you, that he was killed on MaftatAT.
QUENTIN, myself being taken prisoner at the same andplace. | had alreadynitten

Mrs. Wright asking her tmform you of the fact as | was unable to write direct, our
correspondence being very limited, tendering tmymy deepest sympathiy your great
sorrow. | beg to remain yours, Faithfully, R#n Wright

Wright reconfirmed® R Y dzy’ R Qwith &iSitioriaKdetail in an officiaberman Red Crogs9 A RSy OS
C2NXé RIGSR inwhichhet8stifadithain ety 6 2 dzii mMH S§i@dRosaedOHited K H M
was with his platoon in the battle position, when a trench mortar landed and killed him

Ayaoalyidl yS2dzat & déutenadtthedyRikier of yhée M B&talian as having similarly

witnessed the deati?

22Warrant Oficer Class 2, Acting Regimental Sergeant Major James Latimer, 15/13011. Died of wounds on 21

March 1918 and is commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial.

30 Reverend William Frederick Morris MC, Army Chaplains Department. Captured.

31 Captain Llewellyn Stanléyoward Glanville, Royal Army Medical Corps. Captured.

2] y2GKSNI 2F 9RYdzyRQa aAaidSNEX /I GKSNRAYST KFER SINIASNI Ay
2F 9RYdzyRQ& o0SAYy3a | LINRaA2YySNI 2F 4 NIy R NAFEXK (%Y (i Ska GyA Y=
subsequently became available, as was noted on a Red Cross record card. (Red Cross)

BYORYdzyRQa ONRBUGKSNE b2NXIYyS gNRGS (KL (-sevahhappiftedkol R 0SSy ¢
commissioned officers) and was the l&stspeak with Edmund alivéNorman DeWind 1966)
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German Red Cross Efid/ OS C2N¥Y /2y FANXAY3I 9RYdzyRAQ 5

(Sourceb I GA2yFf | NOKA@SaAa ! yAGSR YAYy3aR2Y8I ! N¥SR C:
2 AGK GKA& GSadGAavyzyes GKS 21N hFFAOSQa 06dzNBI dzONI i A
officially accepting that Edm#Q & a Gl idza ¢+ & y2 f2y3ASNI aYAaadAy3dé od
SailGS aK2dzZ R (KdzAX 0SS LIAR F @3aINIFddzAiGeé F2N KAa

LY @ASs 2F (GKS 1102038 OWAFESYlyYy !othddikad K Q& NI L
was reported as Missing, during which no other news has been received which would

render it undesirable to proceed to the official acceptance of his death, the Army Council

are now regretfully constrained to conclude that Second Lieutegame Wind was killed

in Action,on2fa | NOKX MMy ® 6bltdA2ytf | NOKAGSE ! YBZ
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¢t KS O2NNBaLRyRSYyOS fildshetwdeR e WaROffice dntSANIEGHBelas Solicitor
retained by the family, indicatthat payment of £59. 17.0 2 9 R Y dzy R Q finall$aduttiorizédSon 6 I a
24 April 1919 fohis 124 days of military service between 26 September 1917 and 21 Mat&and

that his brother and sistefNorman andCatherine had been named executordationd ArchiveqUK|,

I NYSR C2NDSEaQ) { SNBAOSa wSO2NRa

Afterward, a member of the 31AlbertaBattalion learned tha® R Y dzy’ R Ql#ad heéhlcanfitmednd
senthis condolence® 9 R Y dzy’ R Q Awithya2pictér&SallEdmund taken when they were undergoing
training togetherat Shorncliffe.His lettersaid,

IFY gNARGAY3I G2 alre K2g a2NNEB L +Y (2 KSIFENI2F 9I
the 31 Batn. | would have writte before only | was not sure of the truthndsgc] of the

reports, & | have only just got back myself. | have enclosegtetares | took, one in

Calgary before leaving for the front & one in camp in England. If at any time you care for

any more | shall be only too pleased to send them too you. YBUWsGreen

t NXA @I S D NXBO&efpaai TrainkagCandp, 121%perhaps Edmund, lower left)

-~

(Source: DeWind Family Archives)

Back in Comber the family worried about how Mollie would fare after losing her future husband.
9 R Y dzy R Q wasSabatddii Aprilwith assets 0£178.11.0n London(Ancestry.comNational
Probate Calendaand£1,020 15s 7dn Comber. (PRONZalendar of Wills}n JuneCatherinewrote
that his insurance policidsad paid outan additionalE752.9.0(DeWind Cathering If Mollie received
only one-third shareof these fundsasinstructedA y 9 R Y dzjf waQld nohave pravided living
expenses for long Catherineexpressed her concestfior Mollie in a letter to Norman saying,

Mollie is leaving the Wood$amily friendswho lived innearby Bangorpn 15" July. She

says it is so lonely there she never lasoul to speak to except thaitdren & no friends
nearer than Comber. She thinks of getting a post iblibdor the winter & then she wants
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to go to Canada or the U.S. akaaly Help or Companion help as pay is better out there &
she says she must sfor her old age. | feel sorry for her & she has got so thin, | also feel
Ay | gF@& L Ydzald €221 FFG§SN KSNW ¢tSRQa flai
France to b good to Mollie & look after her, & yet | feel | can only advil beggetier not

to go on dance to either places, go to some fixed job. | thought as she was keen on
Edmonton as Teddy told her so much about it perhaps Florence would write to Mrs.
Hamilton®d9 RY dzy RQa  [iMIosheéNdf ChhrigsRvicaR@rdaughtes they might

know of someone wanting a Lady Help. She does not want Homesteaditliter be in a
town®4. Mother has asked her to Kinvara to stay when she leaves Bangor & then she is to
come to me for a time, to rest Were taking a job in Dublin. She will bgeful to me while

Kitty Ferriefone of the9 R Y dzy’ R Quiho fesistyfed & Scotland from Singaporgwith

me in August, K.F. wants to see you & family, she is so nice. | am very fond of Kitty.
(CatherineDeWind 191%

Subsequent family correspondenaerh the late 1940s indicates that Mollie ended up staying in
Ireland. She worked for a time in Dublin atcne point receivednedical treatment, whicl® R Y dzy RQ &

NS

sister, Alice, speculatetadcontributed toher having: G SY L322 NI NB ¢AWcE Wald £  dzLJa S v é

DeWind1947 A year lateMollie wasbackin Belfast visiting her friends the Frys amdsby then
seeminglyavailable for new employment as a companion helper. {LSledied in 1953

On 15 May 1919, some six months after the War Office confirn&lY dzy’ R Q Thel&dbniGazette
published a short announcement stating that Edmund had been awarded the Victoria Cross and adding
some additional details about his actions

The late 2¢Lieut. Edmund de Wind, I8Bn., R. Ir. Rif.

For mostconspicuous bravery and salicrifice on the 21of March, 1918, athe
Racecours®edoubt, near Gugies. For Seven hours he held this most important post, and
though twice wounded and practically singlanded, he maintained his position until
anothersection could be got to his hetp.On twooccasionswith two b @/ dohlyp ez ot
out on top under heavy machinagun fire, and cleared the enemy out of the trench, killing
many. He continued to repel attack after attack until he was mortally woundedd a
collapsed. His valour, salacrifice and example were of the highest order.

Thedelayedtiming ofthe award may have been a resultldf Col. Cokt | YAt G2y Qa y 20
NBf SIFASR FNRBY LINRA2YSNI 2F 6 N OF YR @XaAFy @dn ™

long time it took the War Office to confirm his dbaind settle his accounts

A month after theLondon Gazettannouncemenf 9 RYdzy RQa Y2030 KSNJ NBEOSAOSR
Office asking if it would béconvenienf ¥ 2 NJ K S N fioin #he Kidg & Victoria Cross awarded to

& 2 dzNJ?8a 20/2XI NJ h T F A OfSsubsefquey iyeifstructganep o attendBuckingham Palace

at 10:30 am on June 28or the investiture othe medal, weather permitting, in thealace Court Yard

34 Presumably Catherine meant thislollie would preferlife in a townas opposed to the rustic homesteading
taken up byFlorencds Y R DS2NHS hQaSIN} Ay ! foSNII ®

3 Drawing from a report Sergeant Alexander @lasent to Martin Middlebrook as he preparédK S Y I A 8 SN a
Batteo MpPpTy 0 X 5N 5090 W2Kyadz2y 2F /2Y0SN)I Ompyy o oNBGSZ
6 of his men to help Edmund. Edmund kept the men but sent the sergeant back to his own platoon as they had no
2T FTAOSNWE
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The letter included two tickets for relatives or friends to witness the ceremony and travelling warrants
for first class return tickets between Comber dnghdon.(WarOffice 24 June 19)9

Although EdmuR <mother was aging and frail, shieose to makehe trip to Buckingham Palagcas
wasexplained byher daughterCatherinein a letterto Norman:

Doubtless you will have heard she intends going over herself to receive the Honours from

His Majesty, it wilbe a big undertaking, but she decided it herself, no one said she ought.

She thought it over & came down one morning & announced she would go as Ted would

like it. Edith is going with her, but J[@atherind@ & Kdzi ol Yy R I-gfmRloybrR NY | yQa SE
thinks | $iould go too, as in these days of no porters & carrying your own luggage, Edie
OI9RYdzyRQa ARAAYSESNZTARAGKEBRZ2 Al { KoS OFyQie OFN
(Catherine DeWind 1919)

Despitethesedifficulties Margaretmade the arduous jourey to London with her two daughters

Catherine and Edith I O0O2NRAY3 (2 9RYdzyRQa ONRUKSNKEmMb2N)YIyX
King George passed through and noticed my Mother waiting with others. He asentan equerry to
offerheaPRIVAI ! 21 w5 AyaidiSIR 2F G(KS dzadzZ tf gl AfdrAy3 KSNJI
receiving the medatom the king she returned home with it in fiat two by four-and-a-half inch
leatherhingedbox.When she arrivethome toComber she foundhe town had beendecorated with

flagsand buntingsn honor of the occasian(Newtownards Chronicl80 March 2017)

Conclusion:Memorialization

Despitehis nearlythirty-five yearsof awide-ranginglife, Edmundstodayremembered and celebrated
primarilyforaa A y 3t & 9 Rt 2 @i dFice ZaSdiefamplewhichthe Victoria Crossymbolizes
TheVictoria Cross hgsrovidedthe lens through which this biography heswed9 R Y dzy Rma LJF &
seeking tgorovidean understandng of why he enlistedto defend the Ehpire andbravelydiedin doing

so. While focused on Edmund, most hismemaorialshave been created byeoplewho revere his

memory withindifferent geographie®f his life firstasa member of his community in Comber and

North Downthenas a citizen in Northern Ireland and Canada, fmally as a subject of the British

Empire Within this social geographyhe continuedremembranceof hisheroism anddeathtakes on
meanings for othersthat extend wellbeyond hisown life. In celebrating the memory of Edmundahis
Victoria Cross others hawvalidated and reconfirned their own shared histories and values.

Victoria Crosses are awardedlyto individuals. Even when grouphavetogether performedgallant
acts, they must electn individual tareceivethe medal Typicallycommanding officers mak
recommerdations for awards along witkupporting testimonyfrom three witnesses The
recommendation is passed up through thditary hierarchy tahe Victoria Cross Committethe
Secretary of State faiVar, and then tothe reigningsovereigrfor assent(Wikipedia, Victoria Cross)

{AYyOS (GKS YSRIftQa AyOSLIWiA2Y AYy wmypc Zhakdnva&ordZopy
with the original Royal warrant authorizing the awadrdi SNISR | & Ay GKS LINBaASyOS
shall have then performed some signal act of valour, or devotion to their coantiggdon Gazettes

February 1856)All the medals have e made by a single jeweler, Hancocks of London, from what was
apparently a Chinese cannon captured from the Russians during the Crimean war. Although official

K
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ORYdzy RQa AOG2NAI [/ NRAA
1914-1915Star,British War, Allied Victory Medals,and Death Plaque

(Source:DeWindArchives)
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